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Newfoundland  1866  First  Cents  Issue 

The  American  Bank  Note  Co,  Essays  and  Proofs 

By  Robert  H.  Pratt 

IOC  ESSAYS  AND  DIES 

One  hundred  years  ago,  in  1865,  the  second  issue  of  the  Canada  Bill  Stamps,  en- 
graved and  printed  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  of  New  York,  replaced  the  stereo- 
typed first  issue.  All  values  of  this  issue  bore  a vignette  of  the  Queen.  Prior  to  their 
issue,  however,  an  essay  of  a “Canada  Receipt”  2 cents  value  was  prepared,  possibly  in 
1864.  This  essay  is  important  because  it  later  became  the  issued  10c  Prince  Consort  value 
of  the  First  Cents  Issue  of  Newfoundland. 

Figure  1 shows  this  essay  in  a somewhat  trimmed  form.  It  was,  however,  a com- 
pleted die,  as  the  American  Bank  Note  imprint  below  the  stamp  indicates.  It  is  not  known 
whether  a die  number  was  affixed  to  the  die  at  a later  date. 


A B 

Full  Size  Trimmed 

Canada  Receipt  Essay  Blue  Blue 

Green  Green 

Vermillion  Vermillion 

Orange  Orange 

Brown  Brown 

And  probably  Black  Black 


Figure  1. 


The  conversion  to  a Newfoundland  stamp  began  by  mounting  a copy  of  a small  die 
sunk  card  with  the  “Canada  Receipt”  cut  off.  This  is  shown  in  Figure  2.  It  is  known 
in  orange  and  has  been  reported  in  black.  Whether  the  black  copy  had  the  label  cut  off 
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or  was  a proof  from  a secondary  die  made  by  removing  the  label  from  the  transfer  roller 
is  unknown  at  this  time.  Other  colors  are  unreported  but  may  exist. 

It  would  be  logical  to  assume  that  the  black  proof  without  label  was  made  from  a 
secondary  die,  as  the  10c  proof,  as  issued,  definitely  shows  that  the  top  label  had  been 
“erased”  and  “NEWFOUNDLAND”  engraved  in  its  place.  Remainders  of  the  old  label 
in  the  form  of  dots  and  incomplete  lines  appear  in  the  new  die  at  places  where  the  shading 
lines  would  have  been  on  the  “Canada  Receipt"  die.  Therefore  a 2c  essay  could  exist 
after  “NEWFOUNDLAND”  had  been  re-engraved. 

2 (?  Canada  Receipt  Essay 

A.  Label  cut  off  Orange 

Black  (?) 

B.  Label  removed  from  die  Black  (?) 

Figure  3 shows  a trimmed  die  proof  of  the  10c  Prince  Consort  as  issued.  It  is  known 
in  black  and  deep  blue. 


Careful  examination  of  the  black  die  proof  shows  definite  evidence  that  the  WO  of 
“TWO  CENTS”  was  removed  and  “EN”  for  “TEN  CENTS”  substituted.  Whether 
this  was  done  on  the  transfer  roller  or  on  the  secondary  die  itself  is  not  know  n.  That 
this  was  the  final  die  is  proven  by  reference  to  the  Goodall  1879  reprints,  where  the  same 
markings  reappear.  This  exchange  also  proves  that  the  “Canada  Receipt  came  first,  as 
the  imprints  from  the  die  are  unflawed. 


io0  Die  Proofs 

A.  Trimmed 

B.  Full  size 


Black 

Blue 

Black  ( ?) 


5c  ESSAYS  AND  DIES 

The  5c  essay  of  the  Prince  Consort  must  have  been  made  from  another  secondary  die 
in  which  both  the  top  and  bottom  labels  were  removed.  There  exists  a large  black  die 
proof  of  this  essay,  die  sunk  on  card  70  mm.  x 90  mm.,  printed  on  thin  India  paper  with 
the  die  sinkage  62  mm.  x 72  mm.  (See  Figure  4.) 

Careful  examination  of  this  essay  definitely  proves  that  the  vignette  and  outline  of 
the  stamp,  except  for  the  top  and  bottom  labels,  are  identical  to  the  ”2c  Canada  Receipt. 
The  engraving  of  “NEWFOUNDLAND”  in  the  top  label  is  different  in  detail  from  the 
ioc  Prince  Consort,  and  the  little  curlicues  at  the  ends  of  the  labels  have  been  strengthened. 
The  engraving  and  shading  of  the  “FIVE  CENTS”  in  the  bottom  label  is  different  from 
and  finer  in  quality  than  either  the  “TWO  or  1 EN  CENTS. 
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This  essay  seems  more  common  than  the  other  ones  for  this  issue.  At  least  three 
black  are  known  and  two  shades  of  brown.  Some  with  10  mm.  borders  are  known  in 
brown  and  black,  and  others  with  4 mm.  borders  are  known  in  black,  brown,  green  and 
orange.  They  should  be  found  in  blue. 

They  appear  on  India  paper  mounted  on  card,  on  a thin  laid  paper  about  .00350" 
thick,  and  on  a .00375"  bond.  This  later  paper  is  very  interesting  because  it  is  the  same 
as  that  used  for  Argenti’s  rare  thick  Connell  essay,  and  what  I believe  to  be  die  proofs  of 
the  5c  issued  Nova  Scotia  and  the  $1  Canada  Bill  stamp  essays,  just  as  rare. 


Prince  Consort  Essay 

A.  Large  die  setting 

Black 

Brown 

B.  On  thin  proof  paper,  trimmed 

Black 

Brown 

/ 

Green 

C.  On  thin  laid  proof  paper, 

stamp  size 

Black 

D.  O11  thin  bond,  stamp  size 

Brown 

Perhaps  this  essay  was  made  coincident  with  the  10c  or  later.  Because  of  the  fact 
that  the  5c  value  probably  would  be  the  most  popular,  as  it  was  to  be  used  for  domestic 
letters,  parcel  post,  etc.,  the  coincident  theory  is  the  better  of  the  two. 

The  issued  5c  stamp,  as  is  known,  is  the  famous  Seal  stamp.  The  vignette  came 
originally  from  an  engraving  by  Charles  Henry  Jeens,  and  was  made  for  Perkins  Bacon 
& Company,  Ltd.  of  England.  (See  Figure  5.)  This  engraving  exists  on  yellowish  wove 
paper  95  mm.  x 75  mm.,  die  sinkage  75  mm.  x 50  mm.,  in  black.  It  is  a beautiful  design. 
Only  two  copies  are  known.  This  engraving  was  sent  to  the  LTnited  States,  and  from  it 
Joseph  Ives  Pease  made  an  engraving  of  the  vignette  finally  used  on  the  issued  5c  stamp. 

A large  die  proof  of  this  vignette  essay  exists  on  India  or  card.  The  card  is  130  mm. 
x 106  mm.,  die  sinkage  1 1 7 mm.  x 82  mm.  A cut-down  version  on  India  may  exist.  (See 
Figure  6.) 

Essay  Jeen’s  Vignette  $<?  Black 

A.  Large  on  Wove 

B.  Large  on  India 

Essay  Pease  Vignette  5^ 

A.  Large  on  India  (Color  ?) 

B.  Trimmed  on  India  (Color  ?) 

The  first  use  of  this  vignette  in  stamp  form  came  with  the  essays  of  the  Seal  in  a form 
like  the  issue  stamp,  but  with  the  top  label  bearing  the  legend  “PROVINCE  OF  NEW- 
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Figure  7. 


bOUNDLAND.”  (See  Figure  7.)  These  essays  exist  with  5 mm.  borders  in  two  shades 
of  brown,  black,  two  shades  of  blue,  orange  and  green.  They  also  exist  trimmed  to  stamp 
size.  1 hey  may  be  available  in  large  die  essays,  but  none  have  been  seen.  Probably  four 
of  each  color  exist.  I have  seen  three  in  light  blue. 

Essay  Province  of  Newfoundland  50 

A.  Large  on  India  Black 

Dark  Brown 
Light  Brown 
Dark  Blue 
Light  Blue 
Green 
Orange 

B.  Trimmed  on  India  Dark  Blue 

Green 

While  we  have  never  seen  any  die  proofs  of  the  finished  5c  die,  they  are  reported  to 
exist.  They  should  be  in  the  same  colors  as  “Province”  essays.  A study  of  the  “Goodall” 
reprints  shows  that  the  final  die  came  from  the  earlier  die  with  the  area  “PROVINCE 
OF”  being  replaced  by  “FIVE  - 5 - FIVE.” 

Die  Proof  Issued  50 

A.  On  India  Black  ( ?) 

2c  ESSAYS  AND  DIES 

An  interesting  essay  of  a Codfish  by  Charles  Henry  Jeens  very  similar  to  the  Seal 
essay  exists.  It  is  in  black  on  yellowish  wove  paper  95  mm.  x 70  mm.  with  a die  sinkage 
75  mm.  x 50  mm.  The  tail  of  the  Codfish  in  this  essay  is  not  curved  as  in  the  final 
stamp.  (See  Figure  8.) 

The  Seal  and  Codfish  of  Charles  Henry  Jeens  are  particularly  curious  as  they  ap- 
peared in  their  natural  form  on  a five  pound  or  $20  bank  note  of  Newfoundland  issued 
in  1867,  printed  by  Perkins  Bacon  & Company  of  England,  and  on  the  $2  bank  note  of 
1881,  also  printed  by  Perkins  Bacon. 

There  is  evidence  that  these  dies  or  die  proofs  were  sent  to  the  American  Bank  Note 
Co.,  and  that  they  were  copied  or  utilized  for  stamp  purposes  by  that  company.  (Page 
188,  Perkins  Bacon  Records , Vol.  I,  Royal  Philatelic  Society,  London,  1953). 

Essay  Jeen’s  Vignette  20  Black 

A.  Large  on  Wove 

B.  Large  on  India 

There  is  no  record  of  a vignette  essay  by  Joseph  Pease  as  for  the  5c,  but  it  is  possible 
that  one  was  made. 


Essay  Pease  Vignette  20  (?) 
A.  Large  on  India  (?) 


(Colors  ?) 
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Figure  8. 


OTHERS  VALUES— ESSAYS  AND  DIES 

We  have  never  seen  any  essays  for  the  12c,  13c  or  24c  values,  but  they  may  exist 
somewhere.  The  12c  vignette  is  the  same  one  used  on  the  Nova  Scotia  ic,  2c  and  5c,  so 
perhaps  specialists  in  that  country  may  have  some  available.  The  24c  vignette  is  the  same 
as  that  of  the  Nova  Scotia  8^4c,  10c  and  I2^c,  so  the  same  thing  may  apply  here. 

A die  proof  for  the  13c  in  green  is  reported,  but  it  is  not  known  whether  it  is  a 
Goodall  or  original.  We  have  seen  a violet  die  proof  of  the  12c  and  24c  on  India  as 
used  at  that  time  in  Dan  Meyerson’s  collection.  The  same  color  was  used  for  die  proofs 
of  the  Canada  Bill  stamp  $1  value  in  1865. 

GOODALL  DIE  PROOFS 

Before  we  close  the  subject  of  die  proofs,  the  Goodall  reprints  of  1879  should  be 
discussed.  These  were  made  after  Albert  Goodall  became  president  of  the  American 
Bank  Note  Co.  They  exist  in  five  colors  for  each  value  of  this  issue.  They  are  normally 
printed  on  a small  rectangle  of  proof  paper  about  35  mm.  x 30  mm.  glued  to  a card  about 
55  mm.  x 45  mm.  The  colors  are  black,  brown,  green,  grey  blue  and  red. 

The  scarcest  are  those  on  a full  card.  Some  are  found  with  the  card  trimmed  in 
size;  and  many  are  on  proof  paper  only,  which  became  detached  from  the  card.  About 
five  copies  of  each  color  are  believed  to  exist.  In  many  cases,  we  know  of  three.  The 
colors  are  distinctive. 

All  of  these  proofs  bear  die  numbers  and  the  American  Bank  Note  imprint.  Due 
to  placement  of  the  small  rectangle  during  the  printing,  the  die  numbers  and  imprints  may 
not  appear  on  the  proof  paper.  This  makes  them  less  desirable  than  the  complete  die.  A 
large  Goodall  proof  (5c)  and  a small  proof  paper  rectangle  (10c)  are  shown  in  Figure  9. 

Goodall  Die  Proofs  Black  Grey  Blue  Red  Green  Brown 

A.  On  Large  Card 

20 
50 
100 
12  (f. 

130 
240 

B.  On  Proof  Paper  or  Card 

20 
50 

IO0 
120 
130 

240 


Black  Grey  Blue  Red  Green  Brown 
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As  the  Goodall  proofs  were  printed  after  the  original  dies  had  been  stored  for  a time, 
certain  blemishes  make  them  distinguishable  from  the  originals.  These,  with  the  die  num- 
bei 

A scratch  ” above  the  “T”  of  TWO  CENTS  in  the  shading. 

A faint  dot  in  the  clear  border  i mm.  away  from  the  dot  in  the  UL  (5) 
border  at  a 45 0 angle. 

A faint  dot  *4  mm.  to  the  right,  in  the  clear  border  at  the  top  of  the  right 
of  lower  value  scroll. 

No  break  in  the  outer  border.  A faint  dot  just  outside  the  border  opposite 
the  “CE”  of  CENTS. 

No  identifying  marks  noted. 

A large  dot  2 mm.  to  the  right  of  the  right  border  on  a line  above  the  level 
of  the  nose.  Also  a faint  dot  in  the  top  right  of  the  top  white  hexagonal 
border  around  the  vignette. 


on 

the 

Goo 

d all 

20 

Die 

No. 

482. 

50 

Die 

No. 

487. 

100 

Die 

No. 

286. 

120 

Die 

No. 

292. 

130 

Die 

No. 

489. 

240 

Die 

No. 

293- 

Figure  9. 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  87 


105 


Arranging  the  die  numbers  in  numerical  sequence  by  order  of  the  last  two  digits,  we 
find  a curious  continuity. 

482 

286 

487 

489 

292 

293 

Numbers  482  and  487  (the  2c  and  5c  values)  are  believed  to  have  been  engraved  by 
Joseph  Ives  Pease  from  originals  by  Charles  Henry  Jeens.  Possibly  489  (the  13c  value) 
was  also  engraved  by  him. 

The  1 2c  vignette  was  engraved  by  William  Chorlton;  we  have  no  record  of  the  en- 
graver of  die  Nos.  286  and  293.  In  this  event,  the  prefix  2 or  4 might  indicate  the 
engraver  and  the  suffix,  the  die  number. 

The  Nova  Scotia  ic  original  die  had  the  number  95,  as  did  the  5c  Goodall  (95B). 
This  same  vignette  was  used  for  the  12c  Newfoundland.  The  basic  die  could  have  been 
No.  92.  The  Nova  Scotia  die  was  engraved  in  i860. 

The  Nova  Scotia  2c  which  was  issued  late  in  1863  or  early  1864  also  had  the  same 
vignette  as  the  12c  Newfoundland  and  predated  its  issuance  by  several  years.  It  has  the 
die  No.  412,  which  is  out  of  place,  but  this  could  have  been  a rework  of  a possible  die 
No.  1 12  by  Pease.  At  any  rate,  a different  die  resulted. 

All  of  the  Canada  Bill  stamps  of  1865  also  used  the  same  vignette  as  the  Newfound- 
land 12c,  and  have  die  numbers  from  232  to  242  inclusive,  and  251  through  254.  It  could 
be,  therefore,  that  original  dies  wTere  in  the  o to  199  class,  and  modifications  thereto  bore 
a prefix  number  related  to  the  engraver. 

The  Nova  Scotia  12J/2C  has  die  No.  94,  and  the  8p2C,  die  No.  121.  The  Nova  Scotia 
ioc  which  has  the  same  vignette  bears  no  reported  die  number,  and  it  is  known  that  it 
was  changed  to  produce  the  I2T>c.  Perhaps  the  original  number  was  94,  and  the  “B  ’ 
was  never  added  to  the  I2j^c  die.  The  8p2C  has  different  outer  frame  ornamentation 
and  therefore  should  bear  a new  number.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  a very  similar 
vignette  essay  was  prepared  by  De  La  Rue  in  1870  for  Tasmania.  (See  Figure  10.)  The 
American  Bank  Note  Co.  copied  the  Winterhalter  design  of  Perkins  Bacon  for  British 
North  American  colony  stamps  made  in  the  U.S.A.  in  1863.  Who  followed  whom?  The 
24c  Newfoundland  die  No.  293  bears  this  same  design.  Nos.  93  and  94  are  close  together. 


Figure  10. 


So  we  can  conclude  prefix  4 equals  Pease  and  prefix  2 equals  Charlton  and  possibly 
some  other  engraver.  Mr.  James  Parsons  Mayor,  a designer  and  letter  engraver  was 
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Figure  1 1 . 


in  charge  of  the  engraving  at  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  at  this  time  and  may  have 
had  a hand  in  the  preparation  of  all  these  dies. 

PLATE  PROOFS 

Plate  proofs  exist  for  all  values  of  this  issue.  Most  of  them  are  on  India  paper. 
Basically  they  are  in  color  of  issues,  but  other  colors  also  exist.  Some  of  these  plate 
proofs  have  an  identifying  dot  or  line  to  distinguish  them  from  die  or  sample  proofs.  These 
marks  and  the  known  colors  and  papers  will  be  listed  as  follows:  (See  Figure  11.) 

2 <f  Double  break  in  inner  of  three  shading  lines  at  top  of  vignette. 

A.  On  India  Green  Color  of  Issue 

B.  On  Card  Green  Color  of  Issue 

C.  On  Blue  Laid  Green  Color  of  Issue 

(N.  B.  - Possibly  a die  proof,  no  multiples  seen,  one  copy  seen  is  trimmed  close.) 
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5?  A dot  in  the  right  center  of  lower  value  label. 
It  is  missing  on  the  bottom  row  of  stamps. 

A.  On  India  Brown 

Black 


B.  On  Card 

C.  On  India 


Green 

Red  Brown 

Sepia 

Red 

Orange 

Black 

Brown 

Blue  Green 

Perforated  12  Green 


Color  of  Issue 
Color  of  Issue 
(Perhaps  1868) 


Color  of  Issue 
Color  of  Issue 


10^  Some  of  these  proofs  have  a faint  vertical  locating  line  through  the  right  side  of  the  left 
hand  top  and  bottom  spears.  The  dot  appears  inside  the  small  circle  at  the  top  of  the  jewel 
in  the  middle  left  hand  column. 


A.  On  India  Black 

Orange  (Reported,  but  could  be  a trimmed 
die  proof.) 


B.  On  Proof  paper  Brown  Black 

\2<}  The  outer  oval  is  broken  above  the  “L”  of  NEWFOUNDLAND  from  a fault  in  the  trans- 
fer roller.  A small  dot  appears  opposite  the  “U”  of  Newfoundland. 

A.  On  India  Red  Brown  Color  of  Issue 

Orange  Yellowr 

B.  On  Card  Red  Brown  Color  of  Issue 


I3g  A small  dot  in  the  bottom  leg  of  the  second  “E”  of  THIRTEEN. 

A.  On  India  Orange  Yellow  Color  of  Issue 

Orange  Brown 

Lilac  (Reported,  die  proof?) 

A'iolet 

B.  On  Card  Orange  Yellow  Color  of  Issue 

Orange  Brown 


24$?  A small  dot  exists  just  below  the  level  of  the  nose  against  the  left  hand  column  shading 
in  the  left  clear  border,  except  in  the  bottom  row.  (Left  row  as  the  stamp  stands  erect) 

A.  On  India  Blue  Color  of  Issue 

B.  On  Card  Blue  Color  of  Issue 


SPECIMEN  STAMPS 

Two  types  of  specimen  overprints  exist:  On  the  13c  issued  stamp,  overprinted  horizon- 
tally “SPECIMEN”  in  serifed  capitals;  on  the  2c  issued  stamp,  overprinted  horizontally 
“RECOM”  (recommended)  in  black,  both  normal  and  inverted. 

TRADE  SAMPLE  SHEETS 

For  the  last  I have  saved  the  “fooler.”  In  or  around  1868  the  American  Bank  Note 
Co.  prepared  a “Sample  Sheet”  containing  19  stamps,  of  which  5 belonged  to  this  issue. 
(See  Figure  12.)  They  were  the  2c,  5c,  10c,  12c  and  13c  values.  These  reprints,  which 
may  have  been  made  from  the  original  rollers,  are  sometimes  very  difficult  to  distinguish 
from  the  original  die  proof  or  plate  proofs.  These  sheets  were  used  as  color  samples,  test 
samples  for  experimenting  with  cancellation  removers,  test  samples  for  fading,  illustrations 
for  pen  cancellations,  and  probably  various  other  purposes.  The  date  is  somewhat  estab- 
lished by  the  fact  that  the  3c  and  6c  values  of  1870  were  not  included  in  the  sample  sheet. 

They  exist:  I.  Engraved 
II.  Lithographed 

They  exist:  A.  Imperforate 
B.  Perforated  1 1 Va, 


io8 
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They  exist:  a.  Ungummed 

b.  Light  gum 

c.  Medium  yellow  gum 

d.  Heavy  yellow  gum 

They  exist  on: 

1.  .00275  horizontal  mesh  wove  paper 

2.  .0300  vertical  ribbed  soft  white  paper 

3.  .0030  light  bond 
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4- 

.0045 

heavy  bond 

5* 

.00250  laid  paper  vertical  or  horizontal, 

soft  white 

6. 

.0060 

brown  chemical  paper 

7- 

O 

0 

0 

blue  chemical  paper 

8. 

.0045 

thick  white  wove  paper 

9- 

.0035 

light  white  wove 

10. 

.0040 

yellowish  wove,  green  surface  glaz 

ed 

1 1. 

0 

i/*i 

0 

0 

greenish  yellow  wove  paper 

12. 

.0050 

greyish  pink  wove  paper 

13- 

Possibly  other  papers 

They  utilize  inks  that: 

Z.  Do  not  fluoresce 
Y.  Do  fluoresce 
X.  Do  not  fade 
W.  Do  fade 

V.  Do  not  disappear  in  H2O2  (Hydrogen  Peroxide) 

U.  Disappear  in  H2O2 

From  this  it  can  be  seen  that  an  improbable  number  of  possible  combinations  exist. 
So  far,  I have  isolated  over  a hundred  varieties  alone  of  the  imperforate — ungummed 
paper,  ink  and  printing  types.  There  are  over  40  varieties  of  the  perforated  and  gummed 
types,  and  probably  a like  number  of  the  imperforate  gummed  types.  This  came  from 
a study  of  approximately  600  B.N.A.  stamps. 

Most  of  the  sheets  probably  were  printed  at  least  three  to  five  times  with  the  same 
ink  and  paper  and  plates.  I have  seen  many  colors  with  three  identical  stamps,  and  some 
with  four. 

The  scarcest  varieties  are  those  on  papers  7,  8,  9,  10,  11  and  12.  Less  scarce  are 
those  on  papers  4,  5 and  6.  The  other  papers  are  more  common.  Very  common  are  1 
and  2.  Not  so  common  is  3. 

Some  of  the  perforated  and  gummed  varieties  have  at  least  four  copies.  These  are 
mainly  engraved.  The  lithographed  are  very  scarce.  The  blue  papers  are  the  scarcest, 
as  are  the  twro  white  woves  8 and  9,  and  the  colored  papers  11  and  12.  I have  never 
seen  the  12c  value  perforated. 

The  most  brilliant  and  colorful  stamps  are  engraved  on  bond  or  laid  paper.  The 
lithographed  are  all  dull  and  muddy  looking.  On  the  engraved  stamps,  the  die  impres- 
sion usually  show's  on  the  back.  Many  engraved  stamps  look  as  though  they  might  be 
lithographed,  because  the  ink  wTas  too  “runny.”  Close  examination  with  a good  glass 
under  slanting  light  will  show  the  hills,  valleys  and  shadows  of  engraving.  An  ultra- 
violet lamp  is  indispensable  in  sorting  out  the  many  color  varieties. 

This  listing  is  just  a beginning  to  a serious  study  of  these  “Reprints.”  In  order  for 
the  novice  to  be  able  to  differentiate  these  proofs  from  stamps  and  the  “real”  proof,  the 
following  known  identifying  marks  may  be  of  help.  Some  of  them  are  quite  indistinct, 
and  a good  glass  or  five  power  scope  is  a great  help.  (See  Figure  13.) 

20  A dot  1 mm.  to  the  left  of  the  UL  scroll  below  the  UL  (2).  Some  have  a dot  in  the  “U” 
of  NEWFOUNDLAND. 

(N.  B.  - This  is  same  dot  seen  in  a plate  proof.  Could  there  be  two  rollers  and  possibly 
two  sample  plates?). 

A distinct  dot  to  the  left  of  a break  in  the  left  frame  line  upper  middle.  Sometimes  a 
portion  of  the  outer  decorative  design  of  the  plate  shows  2 mm.  diagonally  upward  from 
the  UL  (5). 

100  A dot  3!4  mm.  left  of  left  center  frame  ornament,  also  a dot  3 mm.  right  of  right  center 
frame  ornament.  On  some,  a scratch  curls  away  from  the  lower  right  scroll  at  the  bottom 
of  the  columnar  ornament. 

120  There  is  no  break  in  the  outer  frame  line,  and  the  ornamental  design  work  of  the  sheet 
surrounds  the  top  of  the  stamp. 

130  The  design  work  of  the  sheet  appears  /z  mm.  to  the  left  of  the  left  (13). 
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I he  lack  of  the  break  in  the  12c  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  roller  used  to  make 

this  plate  was  different  from  the  one  used  to  make  the  printing  plates,  and  is  like  that 

used  for  the  die  proofs  and  “Goodalls.” 

Several  curious  varieties  exist  in  which  a band  of  color  has  been  printed  in  red  or  yellow 
or  blue  horizontally  across  the  face  of  the  stamp.  I have  not  seen  enough  of  these  to 
determine  whether  the  whole  sheet  was  treated  in  this  manner  or  just  the  individual  stamp. 
So  far,  I have  seen  them  only  on  the  Newfoundland  2c,  5c  and  10c.  The  red  lines  fluo- 
resce. Perhaps  American  was  trying  to  sell  a new  method  of  cancellation. 

Now  several  warnings.  DO  NOT  use  hydrogen  peroxide  to  try  to  bring  back  faded 

or  almost  colorless  stamps.  You  may  wind  up  with  no  color  at  all. 

The  11  perforated  stamps  of  various  colors  are  not  rare  contemporary  trial  color 

proofs.  On  most  of  them,  the  perforations  appear  as  though  they  had  been  cut  or  as 
though  the  stamps  had  been  cut  individually  and  then  perforated.  They  do  not  appear 
to  be  torn  apart. 

There  are  many  varieties  of  the  black  imperforate  and  perforated  Sample  Sheet 
proofs.  These  are  not  contemporary  die  or  plate  proofs. 

Once  you  have  seen  some  of  these  samples,  you  wflll  recognize  them.  In  auctions,  they 
may  be  called:  plate  proofs;  die  proofs;  trial  color  die  proofs;  often  erroneously  “Good- 
alls”  ; many  times  “Mandel”  proofs  (although  Mandel  never  had  anything  to  do  with 
their  production)  ; and  sometimes  in  all  honesty,  as  being  from  the  1868  Sample  Sheets. 
They  never  occur  in  multiples  of  the  same  stamp. 

And  so  a century  later,  there  exists  a semi-mystery.  A century  of  progress  has  inter- 
vened, but  the  stamps  of  today  lack  the  beauty  and  meticulous  detail  of  those  hand  en- 
graved issues  of  the  past.  One  day  these  Sample  Sheet  proofs  may  well  be  all  that  are 
left  of  the  “Formal”  era  of  American  stamp  engraving. 


Alvaro  Bonilla  Tara  Receives 
1965  Lichtenstein  Memorial  Award 

Another  prominent  Essay-Proof  Society  member  has  been  named  recipient  of  the  Lich- 
tenstein Memorial  Award  of  the  Collectors  Club  of  New  York.  Alvaro  Bonilla  Lara 
of  Santiage  de  Chile,  Chile,  received  the  Medal,  the  senior  award  in  United  States  phil- 
ately, comparable  to  the  Roll  of  Distinguished  Philatelists  in  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Bonilla  Lara,  editor  of  Chile  Filatelico,  is  the  first  South  American  to  be  so 
honored  for  distinguished  service  to  philately.  An  eminent  lawyer  and  former  high  official 
in  the  Costa  Rican  government,  he  is  the  grandson  of  that  country’s  first  Postmaster 
General. 

In  philately,  Mr.  Bonilla  Lara  formed  a most  extensive  collection  of  Costa  Rican 
stamps  before  taking  up  the  study  of  Bolivian,  Chilean,  and  Guatemalan  issues.  He  has 
written  widely  on  these  subjects  for  Spanish  language  periodicals  as  well  as  for  The 
Essay-Proof  Journal.  A study  of  the  essays  and  unissued  stamps  of  the  1915-27  set 
of  Chile  in  Journal  No.  82  was  his  most  recent  contribution  to  the  Society. 


Jaroslav  Lukavsky,  designer  of  the  1965  Czechoslovakia  space  research  issue,  did 
his  first  stamps  in  1964  for  the  same  commemorative  purpose,  Scott  type  A482.  They 
were  quickly  followed  by  types  A484  and  A491. 
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The  Stamp  Duties  on  British  and 
Irish  Bank  Notes,  1783*1891 


By  Marcus  Samuel 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  86,  Page  72.) 

FURTHER  DEVELOPMENTS,  1821-91 

1S21-26.  By  the  Act  1 & 2 Geo.  IV,  c.26,  the  restrictions  on  cash  payments  by  the 
Bank  of  Engl  and  were  relaxed,  and  after  May  1,  1821,  the  Bank  was  authorized  to  pay 
for  its  notes  in  com,  though  nc  such  provision  was  made  for  notes  of  the  country  banks. 
D uring  the  two  following  years  the  Bank  of  England  withdrew  most  of  its  £1  and  £2 
notes,  but  it  appears  to  have  been  the  intention  that  the  country  banks  should  continue 
to  circulate  notes  of  these  denominations  for,  by  the  Act  3 Geo.  IV,  c.70,  notes  of  lower 
value  than  £5  were  to  be  allowed  to  be  issued  in  England  until  January  5,  1833.  How- 
ever, a severe  banking  crisis  developed  in  1825,  mainly  owing  to  the  unsound  financial 
policy  of  the  government  of  many  of  the  banks,  and  owners  of  country  bank  notes,  unable 
to  exchange  them  for  Bank  of  England  notes,  were  demanding  payment  in  gold.  In 
1825  and  1826,  80  Commissions  of  Bankruptcy  were  issued  against  various  country  banks, 
as  compared  with  an  annual  average  of  eight  for  the  previous  eight  years  (bad  enough, 
in  all  conscience,  in  terms  of  human  misery).  On  February  3,  1826,  the  following 
emergency  order  was  sent  to  the  Commissioners  of  Stamps  by  J.  C.  Herries,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury:  “The  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty’s  Treasury  having  determined 
to  propose  to  Parliament  a measure  to  effect  the  gradual  discontinuance  of  the  circulation 
of  Bankers’  Promissory  Notes  of  less  value  than  £5  in  England  ; I have  it  in  Command 
from  their  Lordships  to  desire  that  no  notes  for  Bankers  in  England,  under  that  value, 
may  be  stamped  until  you  receive  further  instructions  from  the  Board.’’  By  the  Act 
7 Geo.  IV,  c.6,  effective  from  March  22,  1826,  no  further  promissory  notes  payable  to 
the  bearer  on  demand  for  sums  of  money  less  than  £5  were  to  be  issued  in  England.! 
The  prohibition,  however,  did  not  apply  to  country  bank  notes  stamped  before  February 
3.  1826,  or  to  Bank  of  England  notes  dated  before  October  10,  1826,  which  were  to  be 
permitted  to  be  issued  and  re-issued  until  April  5,  1829. 

1826-41.  By  the  Act  7 Geo.  IV,  c.46  (1826),  in  order  to  strengthen  country  banking, 
the  Bank  of  England  relinquished  one  of  its  privileges,  and  Corporations  or  Copartnerships 
of  more  than  six  persons  were  permitted  to  issue  their  notes  at  any  places  in  England 
exceeding  65  miles  from  London.  The  Bank  of  England,  however,  was  to  be  permitted 
to  empower  agents  to  act  for  them  at  any  place  in  England.  Copartnerships  of  more 
than  six  persons  were  to  be  permitted  to  issue  unstamped  notes  on  their  giving  security  bv 
bond  for  the  payment  of  an  annual  composition  at  the  rate  of  7/-  for  every  £100  of 
their  average  note  circulation  (the  same  rate  as  the  Bank  of  England  composition).  Four 
times  yearly  they  were  to  render  accounts  of  the  amount  or  value  of  all  their  promissory 
notes  in  circulation  on  some  given  day  in  every  week.  No  such  Copartnership  was  re- 
quired to  take  out  more  than  four  licences  for  any  number  of  branches  in  England. 

By  the  Act  9 Geo.  IV,  c.23  (1828),  all  persons  carrying  on  the  business  of  banking 
in  England  (except  within  the  City  of  London  or  within  three  miles  thereof)  were  to  be 
permitted  to  issue  on  unstamped  paper  all  their  promissory  notes  and  bills  of  exchange, 
payable  on  demand  or  within  a limited  period  after  sight  or  date,  on  obtaining  a licence 
for  which  a fee  of  £30  was  to  be  paid,  and  on  giving  security  by  bond  for  the  payment 
of  a half-yearly  composition  at  the  rate  of  3/6  per  £100  of  their  average  note  circulation. 
Bankers  licenced  under  this  Act  were  not,  for  the  first  time,  to  issue  notes  on  stamped 


f A similar  prohibition  was  applied  to  certain  Scottish  bankers  notes  under  the  value  of  £$  in  1S46. 
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paper.  Repayment  for  stamps  rendered  useless  would  be  made  to  bankers  paying  the 
duties  by  composition.  A penalty  of  £100  was  imposed  for  post-dating  unstamped  bills 
or  notes.  Later  Acts  amended  the  methods  of  rendering  accounts  of  notes  in  circulation 
to  the  Stamp  Office  and  increased  penalties  for  neglecting  to  render  such  accounts.  The 
extension  of  the  privilege  of  paying  the  duties  by  composition  to  all  country  bankers 
resulted  in  a gradual  diminution  in  the  use  of  tax  stamps  on  their  notes,  though  it  is 
stated  that  some  country  bankers  opposed  composition  because  they  liked  to  see  the  stamp 
on  the  back  of  the  note! 

1844 — The  Bank  Charter  Act.  This  Act,  7 & 8 Viet.,  c.32,  imposed  further  controls 
on  country  bankers  and  ensured  the  eventual  monopoly  of  the  Bank  of  England  in  issuing 
bank  notes  in  England.  The  term  “bank  note”  at  last  made  its  appearance  in  an  English 
Act,  and  it  was  stated  that  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  it  should  extend  and  apply 
to  all  bills  or  notes  for  the  payment  of  money  to  the  bearer  on  demand,  other  than 
bills  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England.  After  the  passing  of  the  Act  (July  19,  1844), 
no  promissory  notes  payable  to  the  bearer  on  demand  were  to  be  issued  by  any  banker 
in  England  or  Wales,  other  than  by  a banker  who  was  licenced  to  issue  his  own  notes 
on  May  6,  1844.  It  was  not  lawful  for  any  banking  partnership  not  exceeding  six  in 
number  on  this  date  to  issue  notes  after  a subsequent  increase  in  the  number  of  partners. 
Bankers  ceasing  to  issue  notes,  for  whatever  reason,  were  not  to  be  permitted  to  resume. 
Separate  licences  were  to  be  taken  out  for  every  place  of  issue  of  bank  notes,  except 
in  the  case  of  bankers  who  had  four  licences  in  force  on  May  6,  1844.  Bankers  authorized 
to  issue  their  own  notes  after  October  10,  1844,  were  to  keep  accounts  of  their  notes 
in  circulation  every  day,  and  to  render  weekly  accounts  to  be  Commissioners  of  Stamps 
under  penalty  of  £100.  Bankers  issuing  notes  to  excess  were  to  be  liable  to  a penalty. 

After  August  31,  1844,  the  Bank  of  England  was  exempted  both  from  the  stamp 
duties  and  from  any  composition  in  lieu  thereof.  Forty-three  country  bankers  agreed 
with  the  Bank  of  England  to  cease  to  issue  their  own  notes  after  December  31,  1844, 
in  consideration  for  which  they  were  to  receive  compensation  from  the  Bank  and  also, 
for  several  years,  a composition  of  1%  per  annum  on  the  amount  of  Bank  of  England 
notes  which  they  should  issue  and  keep  in  circulation.  Owing  to  the  extinction  of  so 
many  country  banks,  the  surrender  by  others  of  the  privilege  of  issuing  their  own  notes, 
and  to  the  increasing  use  of  the  privilege  of  paying  the  stamp  duties  by  composition, 
stamped  English  country  bank  notes  of  later  date  are  rarely  seen.  The  reason  why 
stamped  Scottish  notes  of  this  period  are  not  uncommon  is  because,  owing  to  the  better 
management  and  greater  stability  of  the  Scottish  country  banks,  it  will  be  found  that 
legislation  concerning  them  lagged  behind  similar  legislation  concerning  their  English 
counterparts,  sometimes  by  many  years. 

1850 — Re-issue  of  old  dies  and  registration  of  new  dies  for  stamping  Scottish  hank 
notes.  On  February  8,  1850,  the  following  entry  was  made  in  one  of  the  registers  at 
Somerset  House:  “The  four  impressions  here  made  are  of  dies  many  years  discontinued 
in  stamping  Provincial  Bank  Notes,  and  now  again  ordered  by  the  Board  to  be  used  for 
stamping  the  Bank  Notes  issued  in  Scotland,  (those  of  is.  3d.  each  having  been  continued 
in  use  for  Policies  of  Insurance).”  On  the  page  of  the  register  are  impressions  of  the 
5d.  die  G,  iod.  die  A and  1/3  dies  A and  C embossed  in  colourless  relief  (first  registered 
in  July  1815).  This  appears  to  indicate  that  use  of  the  “Congreve”  machines  for  stamping 
bank  notes  was,  at  last,  being  discontinued.  No  Scottish  bank  notes  of  this  period,  stamped 
from  these  dies,  have  yet  been  seen. 

On  March  8,  1850,  new  5d.  Dies  H and  I were  registered  at  Somerset  House. 
These  could  only  have  been  used  for  stamping  Scottish  £1  notes,  since  the  stamping 
of  English  notes  of  this  denomination  had  been  prohibited  since  1826. 

1853 — New  type  of  stamp  for  denoting  the  duty  of  I / 3 on  £3  hank  notes.  On 
August  22,  1853,  a new  1/3  stamp  was  registered  at  Somerset  House.  This  stamp  was 
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inscribed  ONE  SHILLING  & THREE  PENCE”  on  a curved  tablet  surrounding  the 
Queens  head  in  a wreath  (see  Fig.  36).  The  head  and  other  parts  of  the  design  were 
embossed  in  colourless  relief;  the  background  was  printed  in  pink.  No  indication  was 
given  of  the  purpose  for  which  this  stamp  was  made,  but  it  has  been  seen  impressed  on 
country  bank  notes  in  the  collection  of  the  Institute  of  Bankers,  the  earliest  dated  1856. 
This  is  an  interesting  stamp  in  several  respects;  it  is  the  first,  and  one  of  the  very  few 
embossed  revenue  stamps  to  incorporate  the  head  of  Queen  Victoria,  and  it  is  one  of 
the  earliest  embossed  revenue  stamps  to  have  the  background  printed  in  solid  colour, 
although  the  dies  used  for  stamping  British  postal  stationery  had  been  so  impressed  since 
1841.  Th  is  1/3  stamp  was  later  impressed  in  redr  examples  have  been  seen  on  bank 
notes  dated  1882  and  1887. 


Fig.  36.  1853  one  shilling  three 
pence  pink  for  £5  notes.  Brit- 
ish Crown  Copyright 


I^53~9I-  By  the  Act  16  & 17  Viet.,  c.63  (1853),  all  Scottish  banks  were  to  be 
permitted  to  issue  their  notes  on  unstamped  paper,  on  compounding  for  the  duties,  in 
addition  to  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  the  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  and  the  British  Linen 
Company,  which  banks  had  previously  been  granted  that  privilege. 

The  Stamp  Act  of  1854  (17  & 18  Viet.,  c.83)  is  the  first  such  Act  to  give  a definition 
of  bank  notes  liable  to  the  duties:  “All  bills,  drafts  or  notes  (other  than  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England)  which  shall  be  issued  by  any  banker  or  by  the  agent  of  any  banker,  for 
the  payment  of  money  to  the  bearer  on  demand,  and  all  bills,  drafts  or  notes  so  issued 
which  shall  entitle  or  be  intended  to  entitle  the  bearer  or  holder  thereof,  without  endorse- 
ment, ...  to  the  payment  of  any  sum  of  money  on  demand,  whether  the  same  shall  be 
expressed  or  not,  in  whatever  form  or  by  whomsoever  such  bill,  draft  or  note  shall  be 
drawn  or  made,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  bank  notes  of  the  banker  by  whom,  or  by  whose 
agent,  the  same  shall  be  issued.” 

This  rigmarole  is  repeated  in  the  1879  Stamp  Act  (33  & 34  Viet.,  c.97),  except  that 
drafts  are  omitted.  In  this  Act  it  is  stipulated  that  bills  or  notes  payable  to  the  bearer 
on  demand  shall  not  exceed  £100  in  value.  Although  this  is  the  first  mention  of  such  a 
limit  in  an  Act  of  Parliament,  it  is  believed  that  it  had,  in  fact,  been  in  force  for  many 
years.  In  the  schedule  attached  to  this  Act  the  stamp  duties  on  bank  notes  are,  at  last, 
tabulated  as  such.  In  the  Stamp  Act  of  1891  (54  & 55  Viet.,  c.39)  there  is  no  change 
in  the  definition  given  of  bank  notes,  nor  in  the  scale  of  stamp  duties  on  them  which  had 
remained  unchanged  since  1815. 

The  writer  ends  this  section  of  the  article  with  this  Act  because  it  remained  in  force, 
unchanged,  well  into  the  present  century,  and  some  of  its  provisions  still  hold  good.  It 
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is  stated  in  Halsbury’s  “Laws  of  England”  that  Fox,  Fowler  & Co.  of  Wellington, 
Somerset,  were  the  last  country  bankers  in  England  possessing  the  right  to  issue  their 
own  notes,  and  that  they  lost  this  privilege  when  they  amalgamated  with  Lloyds  Bank 
in  October  1921. 


(To  Be  Continued.) 


Toppan, 
for  U.  §. 


Carpenter  & Co.  Contracts 
Stamp  Issues  1851  to  1860 


By  Clarence  W.  Brazer 

Copyright  1937  by  the  Author 

(The  following  is  the  second  of  several  scheduled  reprints  from  the  Collectors  Club  Philatelist, 
courtesy  of  Mr.  Henry  M.  Goodkind,  Editor.  It  originally  appeared  in  the  April  1937  issue.  These 
articles  by  the  founder  of  The  Essay-Proof  Society,  the  late  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  formed  the  founda- 
tion for  our  specialty  and  led  to  the  eventual  cataloguing  of  all  U.  S.  essays  and  proofs.) 

Students  of  U.  S.  issues  from  1851  to  i860  inclusive  have  for  many  years  been 
anxiously  interested  in  the  contracts  between  the  Government  and  Toppan,  Carpenter, 
Casilear  & Company  for  these  stamps.  Dr.  Carroll  Chase  made  a long  search  but  was 
unable  to  find  these  documents  to  include  in  his  book.  Stanley  B.  Ashbrook  has  also  been 
anxious  to  find  these  contracts  for  his  books  on  these  early  issues.  In  the  book  I am  writ- 
ing, a “HISTORICAL  CATALOG  OF  U.  S.  STAMP  ESSAYS  AND  PROOFS”  I 
aim  to  include  Proposals  for  bids,  Specifications,  Tabulation  of  Bids  Received  with  Essays 
accompanying  same,  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  bids  and  the 
resultant  Contracts,  with  such  correspondence  between  the  Government  and  the  bank  note 
company  as  relates  to  the  production  of  the  various  designs. 

After  several  years  search  for  these  documents  I have  found  most  of  them  and,  as 
the  publication  of  my  own  book  will  probably  be  delayed  until  revision  of  the  illustration 
law  makes  illustrations  possible,  I am  at  the  earnest  request  of  several  students  publish- 
ing herewith  the  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.  contracts. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  first  contract  covered  a period  of  six  years,  from  June  10, 
1851  to  June  10th,  1857,  ar*d  that  this  contract  was  extended  for  a period  of  four  years 
to  June  10,  1861. 

The  members  of  the  firm  of  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  & Company,  in  addition  to 
those  whose  names  appeared  in  the  firm  title,  included  Henry  E.  Saulnier,  an  engraver 
of  considerable  merit  whose  artistic  opinion  was  highly  valued  by  other  able  engravers, 
and  William  C.  Smillie,  an  engraver  whose  work  on  our  U.  S.  stamps  continued  for  many 
years  with  other  bank  note  companies.  Before  the  contract  was  extended  John  W. 
Casilear  withdrew  from  the  firm.  For  some  time  he  was  later  with  the  Bureau  of  En- 
graving and  Printing  at  Washington,  largely  in  connection  with  bank  note  engraving, 
though  he  patented  several  improvements  in  the  art. 

The  original  price  for  the  1851  stamps  was  15c  per  thousand  but  after  Toppan,  Car- 
penter & Co.  had  imported  a perforating  machine  for  the  1857  issue  the  extended  contract 
provided  for  a payment  of  but  14P2C  per  thousand  for  stamps  in  the  same  condition  as 
under  the  previous  contract.  For  perforating  they  were  allowed  2c  a thousand  and  as  the 
number  of  post  offices  to  which  stamps  were  sent  had  greatly  increased  after  compulsory 
prepayment  of  postage  in  1855,  the  extended  contract  for  the  first  time  included  envelopes, 
paper  and  tin  boxes,  and  packing  for  mailing.  For  this  they  received  an  additional  ij^c 
a thousand,  making  the  entire  cost  of  each  thousand  stamps  amount  to  18c. 
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The  original  contract  provided  definitely  for  only  the  ic,  3c  and  12c  stamps  and  the 
Carrier  Stamp,  hut  it  provided  for  additional  denominations  as  might  later  be  required 
and  under  this  clause  came  the  later  5c,  10c,  24c,  30c  and  90c  stamps. 

As  the  previous  contract  for  the  1847  Issue,  with  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson, 
had  not  provided  for  the  return  to  Government  ownership  of  all  dies  and  plates  engraved 
and  provided  under  the  contract,  this  1851  contract  is  the  first  to  so  provide.  It  will  be 
noticed,  however,  that  no  mention  is  made  as  to  the  ownership  and  return  of  the  transfer 
roll. 

In  1861  the  Postmaster  General  desired  that  all  the  stamps  have  numerals  as  well 
as  letters  expressing  the  denomination  and  as  only  the  10c  and  30c  Toppan,  Carpenter  & 
Co.  stamps  were  so  designed,  this  company  prepared  essays,  which  were  submitted  with 
their  bid  for  the  1861  issue,  by  making  duplicate  dies  with  numerals  in  the  places  of 
the  rosettes  on  the  3c  and  12c  designs  and  numerals  incorporated  in  the  corners  of  the 
ic,  5c  and  24c  and  in  the  center  of  the  bottom  label  of  the  90c.  They  were,  however, 
unsuccessful  in  obtaining  the  1861  contract  and  these  designs  remain  essays.  Many  years 
later,  after  the  effects  of  the  original  firm  had  come  into  the  hands  of  the  Philadelphia 
Bank  Note  Company,  which  went  into  bankruptcy  early  in  the  20th  century,  these  dies  and 
an  unaltered  die  of  the  Franklin  Carrier  were  purchased  by  Ernest  Schernikow  who  had 
reprints  made  both  complete  and  breakdown,  but  this  is  another  story. 

It  will  be  noticed  also  that  the  contract  provides  that  the  contractors  take  the  respon- 
sibility should  their  work  be  counterfeited,  for  in  such  event,  they  were  required  to  make 
new  designs,  dies  and  plates  but  fortunately  for  them,  they  did  not  have  to  go  to  this 
additional  expense. 

This  1851  contract  also  for  the  first  time  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a Govern- 
ment Agent  in  charge  of  the  dies  and  plates  while  in  the  contractor’s  custody  and  to  whom 
all  deliveries  of  the  stamps  as  printed  were  to  be  made.  It  also  provided  for  the  dies 
and  plates  when  not  in  use  to  be  carefully  sealed  and  deposited  in  the  Assistant  U.  S. 
Treasurer’s  office  in  Philadelphia  for  safekeeping.  At  the  expiration  of  the  contract  they 
no  doubt  were  sent  to  the  Treasurer’s  main  office  in  Washington  where  they  are  now  in 
the  vaults.  All  subsequent  contracts  with  the  private  bank  note  companies  included  sim- 
ilar provisions  both  for  the  safe-keeping  and  for  the  disposal  of  the  dies  and  plates,  as  well 
as  for  the  particular  care  against  printings  from  them  getting  into  private  hands.  From 
this  it  might  be  argued  that  all  reprints,  re-issues  and  proofs  were  necessarily  made  only 
upon  direct  order  from  the  Post  Office  Department,  except  perhaps  for  the  original  proof 
reader’s  sheets  of  India  paper  proofs  and  original  die  proofs,  some  of  which  were  kept  in 
the  files  of  the  bank  note  company  as  records. 

SIX  YEAR  CONTRACT  OF  JUNE  10,  1851,  BETWEEN  POSTMASTER 
GENERAL  NATHAN  K.  HALL  AND  TOPPAN,  CARPENTER, 

CASILEAR  & COMPANY. 

Articles  of  agreement  made  and  entered  into  between  the  United  States  of  America, 
by  Nathan  K.  Hall,  Postmaster  General,  of  the  one  part,  and  Charles  Toppan,  Samuel 
H.  Carpenter,  John  W.  Casilear,  Henry  E.  Saulnier,  and  William  C.  Smillie,  known  as, 
and  constituting  the  firm  of  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  & Company,  engravers,  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth : 

That  it  is  agreed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  employ  the  said  firm 
of  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  & Company,  of  Philadelphia,  to  engrave  and  print  for  the 
use  of  the  Post  Office  Department  of  the  United  States,  all  the  postage  stamps  which  may 
be  required  by  the  Postmaster  General,  under  the  “Act  to  reduce  and  modify  the  rates  of 
postage  in  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,”  approved  March  3,  1851,  and  to 
pay  them  therefor  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  cents  per  thousand  stamps  as  soon  as  they  shall 
be  executed  and  received  by  the  Post  Office  Department;  and  further,  that  the  whole  print- 
ing and  furnishing  of  postage  stamps  of  every  description  for  the  use  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  including  carrier’s  stamps,  when  these  shall  be  furnished  by  the  department, 
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shall  be  given  to  them,  the  said  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  & Company,  exclusively,  for 
the  full  term  of  six  years  from  the  date  of  this  agreement;  and  it  is  agreed  on  the  part  of 
the  said  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  & Company,  that  they  will  engrave  steel  dies  and 
provide  steel  plates  for  printing  postage  stamps,  for  the  United  States  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, of  the  denominations  of  one,  three  and  twelve  cents;  without  charge  for  said  dies 
and  plates,  or  for  keeping  them  in  repair;  and  that  they  will  engrave  and  furnish,  without 
charge,  any  additional  steel  dies  and  plates  for  such  postage  stamps  of  other  denominations 
as  the  public  service  may  require,  to  be  likewise  kept  in  continual  repair  without  charge, 
and  that  they  will  in  like  manner  engrave  and  furnish  and  keep  in  continual  repair,  with- 
out charge  to  the  Post  Office  Department,  such  steel  dies  and  steel  plates  as  may  be  ordered 
for  printing  carrier’s  stamps;  and  that  if  any  of  the  dies  and  plates  so  engraved  and  fur- 
nished by  them  shall  be  counterfeited,  they  will  furnish  new  designs,  and  keep  them  in 
repair,  without  charge;  and  that  they  will  furnish  stamps  from  all  or  any  of  the  plates  and 
dies,  herein  stipulated  by  them  to  be  engraved  and  furnished,  printed  on  suitable  paper  of 
the  best  quality  well  and  fully  prepared  for  use  with  gum,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  cents  for 
every  thousand  stamps.  The  stamps  are  to  be  executed  in  the  best  style  of  line  engrav- 
ing, and  all  the  dies  and  plates  engraved  and  provided  under  this  agreement  are  to  belong 
to  and  be  the  exclusive  property  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  the  use  of  the  Post 
Office  Department;  and  the  said  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  & Company  further  agree, 
that  all  the  stamps  shall  be  printed  with  the  best  quality  of  ink,  and  that  the  Postmaster 
General  may  prescribe,  from  time  to  time,  the  colors  of  the  ink  to  be  used  in  printing 
all  or  any  of  the  stamps  the  department  may  order  or  require,  wfithout  subjecting  it  to  any 
additional  expense;  and  they  further  agree,  that  they  will  not  prepare,  or  permit  to  be 
prepared,  in  their  establishment,  any  similar  dies,  plates  or  engravings,  from  which  printed 
stamps  might  be  issued  resembling  those  prepared  for  the  Post  Office  Department;  and 
further,  that  they  will  adopt  every  means  and  precaution  within  their  power  to  prevent 
the  issue,  by  any  one  in  their  employment  or  connected  wfith  their  establishment,  of  postage 
stamps  from  the  dies  and  plates  engraved  and  used  for  the  Post  Office  Department,  or 
of  any  other  stamps  resembling  them.  The  stamps  are  to  be  prepared  by  the  said  Toppan, 
Carpenter,  Casilear  & Company,  in  all  respects  ready  for  use,  without  additional  labor  or 
expense  to  the  Post  Office  Department.  It  is  further  agreed  by  the  parties  of  the  second 
part,  that  the  orders  of  the  Postmaster  General  for  postage  stamps  shall  be  executed  with 
all  reasonable  despatch,  and  that  the  stamps  shall  be  delivered,  from  time  to  time,  to  such 
person  as  shall  be  authorized  to  receive  the  same,  by  an  instrument  of  writing  duly  executed 
under  the  hand  of  the  Postmaster  General  and  the  seal  of  the  Post  Office  Department; 
and  that  on  the  delivery  of  each  parcel  of  stamps  ordered,  they,  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part,  will  prepare  and  furnish  the  agent  authorized  to  receive  them,  with  an  ac- 
curate statement,  verified  by  oath  of  one  of  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  of  the  number 
of  stamps  prepared  and  delivered  by  them  to  the  said  agent  of  the  department.  And  the 
parties  of  the  second  part  further  agree,  that  if  the  Postmaster  General  shall  deem  it 
necessary,  he  may  appoint  a special  agent  of  the  department,  who  shall  be  at  all  times 
present  when  the  dies  and  plates  are  taken  from  the  place  of  deposit  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, to  be  delivered  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  for  the  execution  of  any  order 
for  stamps  given  by  the  department,  and  be  and  remain  with  them  during  the  process  of 
printing  and  preparing  said  stamps,  and  receive  them  as  fast  as  they  may  be  finished.  When 
any  order  for  stamps  is  filled  or  completed,  then  the  dies  and  plates  are  to  be  carefully 
enveloped  and  sealed  up,  the  agent  of  the  Post  Office  Department  placing  his  seal,  and 
Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  & Company  placing  their  seal,  upon  the  package  or  packages, 
which  are  to  be  deposited  with  the  assistant  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  at  Philadelphia, 
for  safe  keeping.  When  the  plates  and  dies,  or  either  of  them,  are  again  required  for  use, 
the  opening  of  the  package  or  packages  is  to  take  place  in  the  presence  of  an  agent  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  and  one  of  the  firm  of  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  & Company, 
or  their  agent,  each  breaking  his  own  seal.  And  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  do 
further  covenant  and  agree,  that  they  will  be  responsible  to  the  United  States  for  any 
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and  all  damages  that  may  be  sustained  by  any  violation  of  any  of  the  foregoing  stipula- 
tions, or  by  any  omission  to  fulfil  them  on  their  part,  in  their  true  spirit  and  meaning; 
and  that  for  such  violation  or  omission,  the  Postmaster  General  may  have  the  right  of 
annulling  this  agreement. 

Witness  our  hands  and  respective  seals,  this  tenth  day  of  June,  1851. 

CHAS.  TOPPAN. 

S.  H.  CARPENTER. 

J.  W.  CASILEAR. 

H.  E.  SAULNIER. 

W.  C.  SMILLIE. 

N.  K.  HALL 

Postmaster  General. 

Witness  to  signatures  of  Charles  Toppan,  Samuel  H.  Carpenter,  and  Henry  E. 
Saulnier — 

W.  J.  P.  WHITE,  P.  M. 

Witness  to  signatures  of  John  W.  Casilear  and  William  C.  Smillie — 

D.  G.  JOHNSON. 

W.  H.  EARLE. 


Four  Year  Extension  of  Contract,  June  10,  1857,  to  June  10,  1861. 


Hon.  Aaron  V.  Brown, 

Post  Master  General, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Philada.  April  8,  1857. 


Dear  Sir: 

We  have  received  your  favor  of  6th  inst.  stating  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which 
you  will  renew  our  contract  for  Postage  Stamps,  which  expires  on  the  Tenth  day  of  June 
next,  and  we  hereby  notify  you.  (in  conformity  to  your  instructions)  that  the  same  are 
accepted  on  our  part,  and  in  order  that  they  may  be  clearly  understood,  we  hereby  copy 
them  from  your  letter  above  referred  to  (Third  Asst.  P.  M.  B.  J.  Marron  Letter  Book 
No.  6,  Page  140)  viz: 


“I  hereby  consent  to  a renewal  or  extension  of  said  contract  to  the  10th  day  of  June 
1861,  upon  the  following  terms  and  conditions,  to  wit: — 

1.  You  are  to  provide  at  your  own  expense  all  the  dies,  plates  and  machinery  necessary 
to  furnish  the  Department  with  all  the  stamps  it  may  order  completed  and  thor- 
oughly perforated  on  the  lines  of  separation; 

2.  To  furnish  all  postage  stamps  gummed  and  ready  for  delivery,  as  heretofore,  at 
fourteen  and  a half  cents  a thousand; 

3.  For  perforating  the  stamps  you  will  be  allowed  two  cents  a thousand; 

4.  And  for  furnishing  envelopes,  paper  and  tin  boxes,  and  packing  all  parcels  of  stamps 
ready  for  mailing,  one  and  a half  cents  a thousand — thus  making  the  entire  cost 
of  each  thousand  stamps  amount  to  eighteen  cents. 

But  it  is  distinctly  understood  that  all  the  terms,  conditions  and  stipulations  of  the 
original  contract  hereby  agreed  to  be  extended  to  the  10th  day  of  June  1861  shall  be  and 
remain  in  force  from  and  after  the  10th  June,  1 85 7>  except  only  so  far  as  the  same  are 
changed  or  modified  by  this  offer  of  renewal,  which  when  accepted  by  you  on  behalf  of 
the  individuals  composing  your  firm,  will  be  binding  on  the  United  States.’' 

Very  respectfullv,  Your  Obt.  Svt. 
TOPPAN,  CARPENTER  & CO. 


1 19 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  87 


The  Collection  of  Essays  and 
Proofs  of  William  A,  Grant 

By  H.  1).  S.  Haverbeck 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  86,  Page  57.) 

AIR  MAIL  STAMPS 


July  1,  1921.  The  first  air  mail  issue. 


Essay.  Engraver's  model  of  a rejected  design — 15  cts. — showing  head-on  view  of  a bi- 
plane. Signed,  “Wm.  A.  Grant” — Fig.  11. 

Engraver’s  model  for  the  accepted  design — 15  cts. — a pen  and  ink  drawing — Fig.  12. 

Small  die  proofs.  Vignette  only  in  black. 


Composite  small  die  proofs — frame  and  vignette. 


15  cts.  Blue  green  and  black 
15  cts.  Scarlet  and  black 
15  cts.  Orange  and  black 
15  cts.  Dark  blue  and  black 


30  cts.  Scarlet  and  black 
45  cts.  Violet  and  black 
60  cts.  Blue  and  black 
90  cts.  Olive  green  and  black 


Proof  impressions  of  the  special  wooden  chop  used  at  Peking  July  1,  1921,  to  cancel  mail 
matter  on  the  first  Peking — Tsinan — Shanghai  flight.  These  are  applied  to  issued  stamps 
as  follows : 


15  cts.  Blue  green  and  black 
30  cts.  Scarlet  and  black  - Fig.  13 
45  cts.  Violet  and  black 


60  cts.  Blue  and  black 
90  cts.  Olive  green  and  black 


1915.  First  Peking  printing. 
Small  die  proofs. 


POSTAGE  DUE  STAMPS 
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1/2  ct.  Blue  - Fig.  14 

1 ct.  Blue 

2 cts.  Blue 
4 cts.  Blue 


5 cts.  Blue 
10  cts.  Blue 
20  cts.  Blue 
30  cts.  Blue 


ESSAYS  FOR  UNISSUED  STAMPS 


In  th  is  section  of  the  collection  appear  designs  and  proofs  for  stamps  that  were  not  issued 

at  all  or  were  not  approved  in  the  format  as  first  designed. 

We  are  unable  to  assign  a date  to  a most  interesting  engraver’s  model  which  is  noted  “Not 
used”  in  Mr.  Grant’s  hand.  It  is  a design  for  a 4 cts.  stamp  executed  in  red.  The  design 

shows  a vignette  of  a junk  in  a circular  frame  with  the  inscription  “The  Republic  of 

China” — Fig.  15. 


(The  design  of  the  first  post  card  issued  by  the  Republic  is  similar  to  Figure  15  except 
that  the  five-barred  flag  of  China  was  substituted  for  the  junk.  The  post  cards  have  been 
found  used  from  Nov.  24,  1912,  so  the  model  must  be  of  an  earlier  date.  Ed.) 

Design  for  the  proposed  commemorative  issue  of  1912.  The  design  is  a map  of  China 
with  a superimposed  inscription  in  Chinese  and  English  “The  Republic  of  China.”  In 
the  lower  panel  appears  the  legend  “Chinese  Republic  Memorial  Stamp.” 

Small  die  proofs. 


1 ct.  Orange 

2 cts.  Yellow  green 

3 cts.  Blue  green 
5 cts.  Lilac 

S cts.  Brown 
10  cts.  Blue 
16  cts.  Gray 


20  cts.  Lake 
50  cts.  Green 
$ 1. 00  Scarlet 
$ 2.00  Light  brown 
$ 5.00  Gray 

$10.00  Purple  - Fig.  16  - (Die  No.  169) 


Th  ere  are  also  examples  in  existence  of  plate  impressions  which  were  saved  from  the 
burning  of  the  sheets  of  stamps  after  it  was  decided  not  to  issue  the  commemorative  series 
in  this  design. 

3 cts.  Blue  green  - perforated 
3 cts.  Blue  green  - parts  of  three  stamps  from 
imperforate  sheet 
20  cts.  Lake  - perforated 


Essays  for  a series  of  ordinary  stamps  prepared  in  1912  prior  to  the  issuance  of  the  Re- 
public and  Revolution  commemorative  stamps.  They  are  all  inscribed  “Chinese  Republic 
Post.” 

Small  die  proofs. 


1 ct.  Blue 
1 ct.  Ochre 
3 cts.  Blue  green 
3 cts.  Scarlet 
10  cts.  Ochre 
10  cts.  Blue 
20  cts.  Lilac 
20  cts.  Blue  green 
$1.00  Lilac 
$1.00  Blue 


Dove  in  flight 
Dove  in  flight 
Dove  in  flight 
Dove  in  flight 
Dove  in  flight 
Dove  in  flight 
Carp 
Carp 

Flying  goose 
Flying  goose 


- Fig.  17  - (Die  No.  173) 


- Fig.  18  - (Die  No.  176) 

- Fig.  19  - (Die  No.  177) 


Essay  for  Postage  Due  stamps  made  in  1912.  Inscribed  “Chinese  Republic  Post. 
Small  die  proof. 


2 cts.  Blue 


- Fig.  20  - (Die  No.  178) 


Essays  for  “Hung  Shian”  stamps. 

In  December,  1915,  President  Yuan  Shih  Kai  tried  to  overthrow  the  Republic  and  planned 
to  establish  himself  as  Emperor.  He  ordered  the  Chinese  Bureau  of  Engraving  and 
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Printing  to  prepare  stamps  with  the  inscription  “Commemorating  the  Establishment  of 
the  Chinese  Empire.”  He  adopted  the  name  “Hung  Shian”  for  his  reign. 

Engraver’s  Model.  (Photograph)  A portrait  of  Yuan  Shih  Kai  and  a pagoda,  3 cts.  Black, 
inscribed,  “In  Commemoration  of  Chinese  Constitutional  Monarchy” — Fig.  21. 

Montage  small  die  proofs  with  a new  portrait  of  Yuan  Shih  Kai  replacing  the  ones  on 
the  Revolution  and  Republic  Commemoratives. 


3 cts.  Blue  (Republic)  - Fig.  22 

5 cts.  Blue  (Revolution)  - Fig.  23 

Small  die  proof  of  the  engraved  portrait  used  in  the  preceding  montages.  Engraved  on 
Die  No.  512  impression  in  blue  signed  “Wm.  A.  Grant.”  Fig.  24 

Small  die  proofs  of  the  designs  approved  for  use  by  Yuan  Shih  Kai.  They  were  never 
placed  in  use  because  the  new  Empire  collapsed  before  they  could  be  issued. 


5 cts.  Scarlet 
5 cts.  Blue 
10  cts.  Blue 
50  cts.  Blue 
50  cts.  Yellow  green 


Cheng  Yang  Gate  - Fig.  25 

Cheng  Yang  Gate 

Tien  An  Gate  - Fig.  25 

Tai  Ho  Palace  - Fig.  25 

Tai  Ho  Palace 


Essays  for  the  1921  Post  Office  Anniversary  Issue. 

Engraver’s  model  labeled  “1st  Model  for  1921  issue.”  A drawing  in  bluish  green  ink 
of  a 3 cts.  denomination. — Fig.  26 

Engraver’s  model  labeled  “2nd.  Model  for  1921  issue.”  A drawing  in  bluish  green  ink 
of  a 3 cts.  stamp. — Fig.  27 


REVENUE  STAMPS 
Board  of  Law  Fee  Stamps.  Issue  of  1912. 

The  design  is  a mythological  animal,  part  unicorn  and  part  bear. 
Small  die  proofs. 
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I 

ct. 

Aqua 

Die 

No. 

360  - Fig.  28 

5 

cts. 

Green 

Die 

No. 

245 

10 

cts. 

Purple 

Die 

No. 

246 

20 

cts. 

Brown 

Die 

No. 

241 

5o 

cts. 

Orange  Brown 

Die 

No. 

247 

$ 

1. 00 

Light  Blue 

Die 

No. 

248 

$ 

c 

0 

Orange 

Die 

No. 

249 

$11 

0.00 

Scarlet 

Die 

No. 

250 

General  Internal  Revenue  Stamps.  Issue  of  1912. 

Essay  for  the  general  internal  revenue  stamps,  showing  the  Temple  of  Heaven  instead  of 
the  Watch  Tower. 

Small  die  proof. 

2 cts.  Blue  green  - Fig.  29 

The  approved  design  for  the  general  internal  revenue  stamps  shows  a Watch  Tower  on 
the  Great  Wall  of  China. 

Engraver’s  model  of  the  10  cts.  denomination  in  blue  green,  signed,  “Wm.  A.  Grant  28 
June,  1912.” — Fig.  30 
Small  die  proof. 
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1 ct.  Blue  Green 

1 ct.  Purple 

2 cts.  Purple 

2 cts.  Blue  green 

10  cts.  Scarlet  - Die  No.  208  - Fig.  31 


50  cts.  Blue  green 
50  cts.  Violet 
$1.00  Violet 
$1.00  Blue 


1 


left 


S 


W 


General  Internal  Revenue  Stamps.  Issue  of  1912. 
Small  die  proofs. 


50  cts. 

Brown 

- Die 

No. 

283  - Fig.  32 

$1.00 

Green 

- Die 

No. 

2 77 

$5.00 

Scarlet 

- Die 

No. 

284 

$10.00 

Purple 

- Die 

No. 

285 

$50.00 

Blue 

- Die 

No. 

'i  n n 

JJ/ 

$100.00 

Yellow  brown 

- Die 

No. 

338 

General  Internal  Revenue  Stamps,  Issue  of  1915,  smaller  format. 

Small  die  proofs. 

1/10  ct.  Olive  green  “O.K.  Feb.  26,  1915”  - Fig.  33 

1/2  ct.  Scarlet 
1/2  ct.  Blue 


MONEY  ORDER  STAMPS 

These  stamps  were  used  for  postal  money  order  validation.  1 he  Post  Office  cut  the  stamp 
in  half.  The  sender  got  one  half,  mailed  it,  and  the  post  office  sent  the  other  half  to  the 
paying  office.  The  two  halves  had  to  match  before  the  money  was  paid. 

Engraver’s  model  for  an  essay  with  the  value  expressed  in  Chinese  and  English.  It  is 
labelled  “1st.  Model”  and  initialled  W.A.G. — Eig.  34 
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Engraver’s  model  for  the  approved  design.  Marked  “Approved  9/19/24.” 

$5.00  Red  and  Black  - Fig.  35 

Small  die  proofs. 


50  cts.  Green  - Die 

1 ct.  Orange  - Die 

2 cts.  Green  - Die 


No.  1406 
No.  1416 
No.  1417 


5 cts.  Lake  - Die  No.  1418 

10  cts.  Blue  - Die  No.  1419 

20  cts.  Lake  - Die  No.  1420 


Composite  small  die  proofs — frame  and  vignette.  Vignette  shows  Die  No.  1415  at  the  top 
of  the  impression. 


$1.00  Light  brown  and  dark  brown 

- Die  No.  1421 
$2.00  Blue  and  lake 

- Die  No.  1422 
$5.00  Scarlet  and  black 

- Die  No.  1414 


$10.00  Light  green  and  lake 

- Die  No.  1423 
$20.00  Purple  and  black 

- Die  No.  1424 
$50.00  Black  and  lake 

- Die  No.  1425 


Note.  Die  numbers  have  been  added  in  parentheses  for  several  of  the  proofs  where  the 
information  was  available  from  other  sources. 


(Concluded) 


The  Essay -Proof  Society  Catalog  of 

British  North  America 
.Essays  and.  Proofs 


Because  of  the  receipt  of  important  new  research,  the  British  North  America  section 
of  our  Catalog  is  omitted  from  this  issue  but  will  appear  again  in  the  next  issue. 
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J»  A.  C.  Harrison  Bank 
Note  Engravings 

By  James  A.  Mackay 

( Editor’s  Note'.  The  following  is  the  sequel  to  Mr.  Mackay’s  article  on  “The  Harrison  Collection 

of  Proofs’’  that  appeared  in  Journal  No.  84,  Page  147.  It  is  illustrated  with  material  from  the 

Harrison  Collection  in  The  British  Museum  and  by  permission  of  that  institution.) 

John  Harrison’s  earliest  work  for  Waterlows  consisted  of  heraldic  bookplates, 
vignettes  for  calendars  and  allegorical  studies  in  general.  To  these  he  brought  a warmth 
and  liveliness,  those  characteristics  which  made  his  stamp  portraiture  so  fine. 

From  bookplates  he  early  progressed  to  bank  notes,  engraving  the  reverses  of  several 
notes  during  his  early  period  (up  until  1899).  Among  his  reliques  is  a splendid  piece 
showing  Britannia  and  Hibernia  fraternising.  This  was  executed  for  the  Provincial 
Bank  of  Ireland  10,  20  and  30  shilling  notes.  It  is  interesting  to  compare  Harrison’s 
engraving  with  that  used  in  the  original  printing  of  these  notes,  by  Perkins  and  Heath 
in  1825.  The  Harrison  die  shows  deeper  engraving  and  yet  a finer  quality  of  texture 

in  the  crosshatching  and  shading.  There  are  many  other  allegorical  studies,  of  Hermes, 

Commerce,  Agriculture,  Britannia,  Liberty  and  Nereids  riding  dolphins,  which  graced 
the  backs  of  bank  notes  that  I have  not  yet  succeeded  in  identifying.  Most  are  undated, 
but  a few  bear  dates  in  the  1890s. 


Provincial  Bank  of  Ireland. 
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Just  as  his  earliest  stamp  engravings,  those  of  1911-12,  were  commissioned  by  the 
Royal  Mint,  so  his  earliest  British  government  bank  notes  were  engraved  on  behalf 
of  that  body  also.  The  outbreak  of  World  War  I,  on  August  4,  1914,  coincided  with 
the  August  Bank  Holiday  in  England  that  year.  In  the  face  of  the  national  emergency 
a moratorium  was  declared,  the  Holiday  extended  by  a further  three  days,  and  specie 
payments  suspended.  Postal  orders  and  postage  stamps  became  legal  tender,  and  the 
I reasury  hurriedly  prepared  currency  notes  (printed  on  the  same  watermarked  paper 
as  the  stamps). 

This  issue  was  quickly  superseded  by  a new  series  of  notes  which  portrayed  King 
George  V and  St.  George  and  the  Dragon  on  the  obverse  and  the  Houses  of  Parliament 
at  Westminster  on  the  reverse.  For  the  sake  of  economy  this  one  pound  note  was 
printed  by  a novel  process — photogravure — and,  to  give  it  the  superficial  appearance  of 
a quality  bank  note  in  the  intaglio  process,  an  overlay  printed  by  typography  was  super- 
imposed. The  combined  processes  gave  the  note  a more  “prosperous”  appearance.  The 
side-face  portrait  of  the  King,  based  on  the  clay  maquette  by  Sir  Bertram  Mackennal, 
was  photogravure  printed  and  Harrison  engraved  the  overlay  en  epargne.  A “pull”  from 
the  defaced  master  die  is  illustrated  with  the  bank  note. 


A “pull”  from  the  defaced  master  die  of  the  Harrison  portrait  of  King  George  V 

used  for  the  World  War  I notes.  (Left) 

I)ie  proof  of  the  King  George  V portrait  for  the  proposed  two  shilling  six  pence  hank 

note  of  1 1)1 4.  (Right) 


In  1918,  when  there  wras  an  acute  shortage  of  silver  coinage,  it  was  proposed 
to  issue  a half-crown  bank  note.  Harrison  was  commissioned  to  engrave  the  royal 
portrait  for  this  purpose.  This  took  the  form  of  an  enlarged  version  of  the  profile 
<ised  on  the  low  value  stamps  (which  Harrison  had  also  engraved)  and  was  executed 
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The  one  pound  Treasury  note  of  1914  printed  by  photogravure  with 

an  overplay  by  typography. 


in  relief.  The  public,  however,  never  had  the  chance  to  see  Harrison's  engraving 
versatility  at  work  on  a bank  note.  The  master  die  was  completed  on  October  5th,  but 
a month  later  the  war  had  ended,  before  the  half-crown  note  could  be  put  into  production. 

After  the  war  he  returned  to  Waterlow  and  Sons,  having  agreed  to  carry  out 
commissions  for  them  alone.  Later  he  had  an  agreement  to  join  them  on  a full  time 
basis  and  this  continued  until  1939.  Afterwards  he  continued  to  do  portrait  work  for 
them,  and  they  paid  him  a retaining  fee  until  his  death  in  1955.  As  their  Chief  Portrait 
Engraver  he  engraved  most  of  the  portraits  on  bank  notes  and  government  bonds  which 
Waterlows  produced  for  many  foreign  banks  between  1922  and  1944. 

Two  pieces  which  showed  Harrison’s  work  to  perfection  were  trade  samples.  One 
portrayed  Sir  Philip  Waterlow,  Chairman  of  the  Company  from  1879  until  1925,  flanked 
by  views  of  the  River  Thames  and  the  Cliffs  of  Dover.  Beneath  were  inscribed  in 
Spanish  the  words,  “Waterlow  and  Sons  Limited,  Manufacturers  of  Bank  Notes,  Bonds, 
Stamps  and  all  other  high  class  securities.’’  The  other  piece  portrayed  Admiral  Lord 
Nelson  and  was  inscribed  in  English.  Much  of  Waterlow’s  business  in  the  field  of 
security  printing  was  conducted  with  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  speaking  countries  of 
the  world. 

One  of  Harrison’s  first  commissions  in  this  period  was  the  5°°  escudos  note  for 
Portugal  in  1922,  for  which  he  engraved  the  portrait  of  the  explorer  Vasco  Da  Gama. 
This  was,  incidentally,  Waterlow’s  first  contract  from  Portugal  and  a disastrous  one. 
too,  in  the  light  of  subsequent  events.  Two  years  later  Waterlows  were  duped  by 
a syndicate  calling  itself  the  Banco  Angola  e Metropole  into  reprinting  200,000  of 
the  notes,  ostensibly  for  use  in  Angola  suitably  overprinted  with  the  name  of  that 
territory.  The  notes,  however,  were  never  overprinted  and  in  fact  were  put  into  circu- 
lation in  Portugal  itself.  The  audacious  directors  of  the  Banco  Angola  used  a large 
amount  of  the  proceeds  of  their  impudence  to  buy  up  shares  in  the  Banco  de  Portugal 
as  insurance  against  the  possibility  of  detection. 

Eventually  people  began  to  report  the  existence  of  notes  bearing  identical  numbers, 
and  in  a short  time  all  manner  of  rumors  were  flying  around  the  country.  It  was 
even  thought  that  Soviet  Russia  was  at  the  back  of  some  dastardly  scheme  to  ruin  the 
Portuguese  economy!  In  the  end  a full-scale  investigation  brought  to  light  the  fraud, 
but  only  some  of  the  lesser  “fry”  were  caught  and  sent  to  prison  for  comparatively 
short  sentences.  Waterlows  had  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  blame,  as  the  “forgers”  of 
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Vignette  engraving  of  Vasco  Da  Gama  used  for  Portuguese  notes.  (Left) 
Vignette  engraving  of  Dom  Pedro  II  used  for  Brazilian  notes.  (Right) 


the  notes,  and  although  they  had  carried  out  the  order  in  good  faith,  believing  it  to 

have  been  authorized  by  the  Banco  de  Portugal,  they  ultimately  paid  out  £610,000  in 

damages,  to  restore  the  tottering  Portuguese  economy. 

It  would  be  impossible,  within  the  scope  of  this  article,  to  do  more  than  touch 

briefly  on  the  wide  range  of  bank  notes  which  Harrison  engraved.  Other  Portuguese 

notes  he  executed  portrayed  Vaz  D’Almada  (5E.),  Eca  de  Queiroz  (10E.),  Saldanha 
(100E.),  Marinho  (200E.),  Silveira  (250E.),  and  Seabra  (i,oooE.).  Some  of  these 
notes  are  still  in  current  use,  though  Harrison  engraved  them  40  years  ago. 

For  Spain  he  engraved  the  portrait  of  King  Alfonso  XIII  which  was  used  on  bank 
notes  up  until  1931  and  in  a miniature  version  of  government  bonds.  Among  Harrison’s 
reliques  were  a number  of  proofs  showing  progressive  states  of  the  large  portrait  die. 
Waterlows  had  many  contracts  with  Latin  America,  and  Harrison’s  work  may  be  found 
on  the  bank  notes  of  Uruguay  (one  and  five  peso  notes,  1929),  Venezuela  (Simon 
Bolivar),  Honduras  (one  lempira  note,  1932),  and  Brazil  (Marshal  Teodora,  1944,  and 
Dom  Pedro  II,  1943).  Harrison’s  skill  as  a portrait  engraver  is  seen  at  its  best  on  the 
two  colones  note  of  Costa  Rica,  on  which  he  engraved  Leonardo’s  Mona  Lisa  and  captured 
the  enigmatic  expression  of  the  original. 

Among  the  other  countries  whose  bank  notes  Harrison  engraved  in  the  years  be- 
tween the  wars  were  Greece  (the  100  drachmae  note  portraying  Canaris),  Persia  (Shad 
Achmed  10  kran  note,  1923),  and  the  Latvian  series  of  1925  portraying  President  Cakste 
(20  lat),  and  K.  Valdemars  (25  lat). 

In  1928  Harrison  was  commissioned  to  engrave  the  dies  for  a series  of  bank  notes, 
ranging  in  value  from  10  shillings  to  £100,  for  the  Irish  Free  State.  Portraits  of  an 
Irish  colleen,  allegory  of  the  new  Ireland,  were  required  and  Harrison  took  as  his  sub- 
ject a portrait  which  he  had  engraved  for  a series  of  bookplates  for  Sir  John  Lavery 
some  years  previously.  This  depicted  Lady  Lavery  in  Irish  national  costume,  her  arm 
resting  on  a clarsach  (Irish  harp).  On  the  10  shillings,  one  and  five  pounds  denomina- 
tions a head  and  shoulders  portrait  was  used,  while  the  higher  values  bore  a larger 
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Vignette  engraving  by  Harrison  of  Pres.  Cakste  for  the  1925  Latvian  notes.  (Left) 
Harrison’s  bookplate  portrait  of  Lady  Lavery  used  on  Irish  bank  notes.  (Right) 


The  Mona  Lisa  vignette  used  on 


the  Costa  Rica  two  colones  note  as  engraved  by 
Harrison. 
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portrait  with  the  colleen’s  hand  stroking  her  chin  pensively.  The  wistful  simplicity  of 
this  portrait  rivals  the  Mona  Lisa  of  Costa  Rica.  For  the  backs  of  the  Irish  bank 
notes  Harrison  produced  a series  of  Neptunes,  each  one  different  from  the  others.  The 
figure  on  the  10  shillings  note  is  young  and  virile,  while  the  Neptune  engraved  on  the 
£100  denomination  is  a veritable  patriarch,  with  a full  beard  and  a huge  garland  of 
fish,  clams  and  eels  on  his  brow. 

Among  the  Oriental  bank  notes  which  Harrison  engraved  were  the  ten  yuan  note 
of  the  China  and  South  Sea  Bank  (1927)  and  the  one  dollar  bill  of  the  Canton  Municipal 
Bank.  The  former  provided  an  interesting  vehicle  for  Harrison’s  portraiture,  bearing 
no  less  than  six  native  women’s  profiles  on  it.  The  three  on  the  reverse  were  very 
small  and  more  in  keeping  with  the  vignettes  which  he  produced  for  postage  stamps.  The 
latter  portrayed  Dr.  Sun  Yat  Sen.  Other  unidentified  bank  notes  featured  Chiang  Kai 
Shek  and  a Chinese  in  western  dress  simply  inscribed  “Founder,”  but  of  which  bank  I 
have  not  yet  ascertained. 


Harrison  portrait  of  King  George  V used  on  rupee  notes  of  Mauritius. 


There  are  surprisingly  few  pieces  from  the  British  Commonwealth  among  Harrison  s 
reliques.  Chief  among  them  are  several  bank  note  proofs  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Australia 
Ltd.  (New  Zealand)  which  bear  a spirited  reproduction  of  the  Chalon  portrait  of  Queen 
Victoria,  in  the  best  traditions  of  Humphrys  and  Jeens  who  engraved  it  for  the  early 
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Portrait  of  King  George  VI  by  Harrison  used  on  Malayan  notes. 


Victorian  postage  stamps.  The  seated  figure  of  Rhodesia,  which  appeared  on  the  one 
and  five  pounds  notes  of  Barclays  Bank  D.  C.  O.  used  in  that  territory,  was  engraved 
by  Harrison  in  June  1926.  In  the  Indian  feudatory  states  the  bank  notes  of  Indore, 
M orvi  and  Cochin  incorporated  portraits  of  the  native  rulers  which  he  engraved. 

In  January  1934  he  engraved  a fine  portrait  of  King  George  V (similar  to  the 
one  which  graced  the  Newfoundland  and  Bechuanaland  postage  stamps  of  1932)  that 
wTas  used  on  the  rupee  notes  of  Mauritius.  Another  splendid  portrait  of  the  King  was 
based  on  the  three-quarter  face  photography  by  the  Vandyke  Studio.  In  miniature  form 
this  portrait  appears  on  the  Sierra  Leone  stamps  of  1932  and  the  British  Guiana  com- 
memoratives  of  1931,  but  I have  not  managed  to  identify  the  territory  which  reproduced 
it  on  its  bank  notes.  The  only  bank  note  portrait  of  King  George  VI  among  Harrison’s 
personal  effects  was  the  full-face  portrait  in  the  ceremonial  uniform  of  an  Admiral  of 
the  Fleet  which  graced  the  Malayan  bank  notes  for  a brief  period  in  1941  before  the 
Japanese  occupation,  and  from  1946  onwards. 

Although  Harrison  probably  engraved  a number  of  notes  for  banks  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  only  ones  represented  in  this  collection  come  from  the  1924  series  for  the 
Commercial  Bank  of  Scotland  whose  central  feature  was  a portrait  of  the  first  chairman 
of  the  Bank. 
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Supplemental  Information  About  Harrison, 

the  Engraver 

Shortly  after  Mr.  Mackay’s  first  article  on  J.  A.  C.  Harrison  appeared  in  Journal 
No.  84,  our  distinguished  member,  Alvaro  Bonilla  Lara,  editor  of  Chile  Filatelico,  made 
available  to  us  an  article  on  Harrison  written  for  that  publication  by  Derek  Palmer. 

In  a translation  by  George  W.  Caldwell,  the  following  information  supplements  both 
the  Mackay  article  and  the  Bonilla  Lara  article  on  Chile’s  essays  and  unissued  stamps 
of  the  1915-27  set  (Journal  No.  82): 

“Some  of  the  Harrison  proofs  in  the  British  Museum  are  related  to  Chilean  issues. 
Five  of  these  die  prints  were  typographed  and  one,  picturing  Admiral  Latorre,  was  en- 
graved. The  2c  Columbus  is  black  and  violet;  the  Balmaceda  is  in  black  and  violet 
also;  of  the  vignette  of  Toro  Zambrano,  one  is  black,  the  other,  violet;  the  Valdivia  is 
red;  and  the  O’Higgins  is  black. 

“Comparing  the  photos  (sic)  with  the  stamps  made  in  the  Talleres  de  Especies  Val- 
oradas  (Government  Printing  Plant)  we  note  that  the  Valdivia  and  Latorre  are  identical 
with  the  issued  stamps.  The  Columbus  shows  a few  differences  in  the  shading  of  the 
white  tunic.  Balmaceda  differs  from  the  unissued  stamp  (essay)  in  the  shading  on  the 
ear.  O’Higgins  is  totally  distinct  in  the  head  from  that  on  our  stamps  of  10c.  The  Toro 
Zambrano  was  not  included  in  the  series  printed  in  the  Government  Printing  Plant. 

“During  the  difficult  days  of  World  War  I when  engraving  work  was  very  limited, 
Harrison  may  have  worked  for  the  T.  E.  V.  (Government  Printing  Plant),  the  equip- 
ment of  which  was  installed  by  technical  expert  John  Macdonald,  who  may  have  also 
ordered  the  engraving  of  the  vignettes  and  stamps  of  the  President  Series. 

“Jose  Moreno,  present  chief  engraver  in  the  Mint  (Chile),  studied  under  Harrison 
in  the  Waterlow  firm  prior  to  coming  to  Chile  to  take  up  his  work  here.’’ 


We  have  on  hand  a LARGE  SELECTION  OF 

ERRORS  AND  VARIETIES 

including  Proofs-Essays-Specimens-Artist  Drawings  etc. — 
an  accumulation  of  over  35  years. 

In  addition,  we  have  oddities  of  many  Topicals  and  Air- 
mails from  many  different  countries  (especially  strong  in 
MONACO),  FRANCE  and  COLONIES,  NEW  AFRICAN 

REPUBLICS,  etc.  Artist  Die  Proofs,  De  Luxe  Sheets,  Imperf.  Trial  Colors, 

(some  in  colorful  strips  of  5,  even  some  in  complete  sheets)  . 

Please  write  us.  We  will  gladly  make  special  offers  or  selections  for 

you. 

ARTIST  DRAWINGS 

We  are  one  of  a few  specializing  in  original  drawings,  made  by  different 
artists.  These  are  mostly  unique  projects  or  finished  design  extremely  color- 
ful, artistic  work. 

They  could  be  an  outstanding  addition  to  any  collection. 

On  hand  now:  Refugee,  Olympic,  U.  N.  Europa  etc.  Details  on  request. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOR  ERRORS  - TOPICALS 

S.  SEREBRAKIAN,  INC. 

P.  O.  Box  448  Monroe,  N.  Y. 
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The  Pictorial  Issues  of  French 

Colonies,  1891*1941 

A Half  ^Century  of  Design  and  Production 

in  Retrospect 

By  Robert  G.  Stone 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  85,  Page  27.) 

I.  THE  EXPERIMENTAL  GENERATION  1890-1903 

Introduction 


4 his  generation  of  six  issues,  unlike  the  later  generations,  is  not  characterized  by  a 
common  method  of  production  nor  a typical  style  of  design.  Rather  it  is  defined  by  the 
irregularity  of  circumstances  in  each  issue  and  the  hesitant  trend  towards  establishment 
of  a definite  policy.  Each  was  a separate  experiment,  though  some  of  them  were  indirectly 
related  in  reflecting  the  same  influences  and  use  of  the  the  same  designer,  engraver,  and 
printer.  We  note  from  the  Table  I that  one  issue  was  made  by  lithography,  two  by 
typography,  and  three  by  recess;  and  that  four  different  printers  were  involved.  The 
artists  and  engravers  of  the  first  three  issues  are  not  known;  those  of  the  Obock  and 
Somali  Coast  1893-4  issues,  however,  must  have  been  the  same,  as  the  styles  are  so 
similar.  One  readily  recognizes  that  the  last  three  issues,  in  recess,  are  the  work  of  the 
same  engraver  (Benjamin  Damman). 

The  stamps  of  this  generation  have  been  almost  universally  ridiculed  ever  since  they 
appeared.  Contemporary  critics  were  not  at  all  distressed  by  the  overornate  style  of 
design,  which  was  popularly  a la  mode  in  late  Victorian  days;  but  they  were  appalled  by 
the  “horrible”  execution.  By  present  standards  most  of  these  designs  are,  of  course, 
“corny.”  However,  Maury  (1900)  justly  recognized  the  good  composition  of  the  Congo 
types  and  he  well  might  have  said  the  same  of  Merwart  and  Damman’s  other  efforts. 

The  experimental  generation  brought  forth  in  one  issue  or  another  most  of  the 
innovations  which  became  the  hallmark  of  later  pictorial  generations:  indigenous  scenes 
for  subjects,  large-size  formats,  bi-color  typographic  printing,  more  than  one  design  per 
issue,  different  designs  for  each  colony,  and  conventionalized  native  art  for  motifs  of  the 
borders. 

The  first  experimentals  were  locally  inspired,  the  later  ones  more  Paris-instigated; 
thus  the  new  ideas  gradually  became  implanted  in  the  Ministry  and  led  eventually  to  a 
policy. 


A.  Diego  Suarez,  1890-91  (Scott  Nos.  6-10) 

The  first  issue  of  colonial  pictorials,  albeit  perhaps  not  very  frankly  designed  as  such, 
was  the  five  lithographed  stamps  locally  produced  at  Diego  Suarez  in  1890-91.  There 
is  little  documentation  about  these,  but  the  circumstances  suggest  they  resulted  from  the 
same  factors  as  the  later  experimentals.  French  military  and  civilian  officials  stationed 
there  presumably  included  some  stamp  collectors.  In  February  1890  the  Ministry 
announced  the  policy  to  initiate  definitive  stamps  for  each  colony  in  place  of  the  then  current 
general  issues  in  uniform  type.  When  about  this  time  the  local  supply  of  F rench  stamps 
gave  out  and  provisionals  were  needed,  the  Diego  Suarez  officials  saw  an  opportunity  to 
demonstrate  a type  of  design  having  novelty,  individuality,  and  “local  color”  to  interest 
collectors.  No  doubt  these  designs  gave  a hint  to  other  collectors  and  colonial  officials 
that  something  more  than  just  plain  classic  allegorical  figures  and  prosaic  overprints  would 
have  considerable  appeal.  Perhaps  one  could  say  it  was  an  expression  of  the  rampant 
romanticism  of  the  times. 
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These  Diego  Suarez  stamps  are,  of  course,  very  crude.  However,  the  artist  showed 
some  talent  for  economical  and  expressive  drawing,  a few  lines  on  a large  white  space 
making  a bold  effective  impression.  It  is  more  of  a cartoon  style  and  almost  unique  in 
stamp  art.  It  would  probably  pass  for  good  “pop  art’’  today.  The  small  1891  stamp 
(No.  10)  was  drawn  on  too  small  a scale,  but  when  examined  under  magnification  its 
kinship  with  the  style  of  the  other  four  stamps  becomes  more  evident. 

Rather  little  particular  reaction  to  the  Diego  Suarez  stamps  developed  among  philate- 
lists and  in  the  philatelic  press.  Probably  they  considered  them  just  another  item  in  the 
general  flood  of  provisional  issues  from  the  colonies  during  the  1881-91  period  that  was 
due  to  end  soon  anyway  with  the  already-announced  uniform  Allegorical  Group  Type 
for  all  colonies.  When  the  Group  Type  finally  appeared  in  late  1892,  philatelists  hoped 
the  local  issues  and  their  abuses  were  finished.  Indeed,  no  more  overprints  were  made 
until  1898  (except  for  one  small  issue  in  Reunion  1894).  But  the  conservative  collectors 
and  dealers  who  had  protested  so  loudly  against  the  colonial  surcharges  did  not  reckon 
with  the  resourcefulness  of  those  forces  which  had  been  released  from  the  philatelic 
Pandora  Box  by  the  experiences  of  the  surcharge  era.  Parties  desirous  for  titillating 
novelties  and  profits  continued  to  work  in  alliance  behind  the  scenes  in  Paris,  as  well  as 
in  certain  colonies.  They  apparently  kept  their  plans  well  hidden,  for  there  was  practically 
no  advance  publicity  about  the  next  pictorials. 

No  proofs  nor  essays  of  the  Diego  Suarez  are  reported,  but  they  may  have  existed 
because  the  plates  (stones)  were  made  by  transfers  from  a single  matrix  or  essay  for 
each  design. 

B.  Obock,  1893-94  (Scott  Nos.  44A-64) 

A small  coaling  station  was  developed  at  Obock  by  French  officials  and  shipping 
interests  about  1882.  During  the  1880’s  a fewT  Dubois-Type  French  Colonies  general 
issues  were  supplied.  Local  surcharges  on  them  in  1892  created  much  philatelic  interest. 
Although  the  Group  Type  for  Obock  came  out  late  in  1892,  the  experience  with  the  sur- 
charges and  perhaps  boredom  among  the  30-some  Europeans  stationed  there  at  that  time 
(very  likely  including  some  collectors  and  friends  of  collectors  or  dealers)  had  already 
stimulated  pressure  in  Parisian  Ministerial  circles  for  something  more  exciting.  Governor 
Lagarde  is  said  to  have  personally  promoted  the  overprints  and  1893-94  pictorials.  How- 
ever, his  main  motive  may  have  been  publicity,  for  he  had  been  very  aggressive  in  developing 
the  colony  and  obtaining  support  from  the  Metropole. 

The  first  inkling  of  a new  pictorial  issue,  so  soon  after  the  Group  Type,  was  revealed, 
not  in  the  philatelic  press,  but  in  a political  journal,  Le  Siecle,  in  1893,  which  told  of  the 
plans  for  an  issue  for  the  local  camel  post  between  Obock  and  Djibouti.  It  was  also 
stated  that  the  5Fr.  stamp  would  be  printed  provisionally  by  photogravure  (heliogravure), 
suggestive  of  something  irregular  in  the  wind,  since  the  French  government  stamp  printery 
(AFT)  could  not  use  such  a process. 
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Even  so,  philatelists  were  hardly  prepared  for  the  grotesque  triangles  and  rectangles 
that  came  out  in  1893-94.  1 he  reluctant  Atelier  de  Fabrication  des  Timbres  must  have 

been  grossly  pressured  to  produce  these  “novelties”  so  obviously  out  of  context  with  all 
traditions  of  French  and  h rench  colonial  stamps.  Although  imperforate,  they  have  an 
imitation  perforation  outline  printed  outside  the  stamp  design  borders.  Indeed,  the 
triangles  at  least,  could  not  have  been  perforated  with  the  machines  available  to  AFT 
anyway.  Each  stamp  has  a colorless  varnish  quadrille  underprint,  as  on  French  15c 
Group  1 ype  15c  stamps  of  the  period — could  the  authorities  really  have  anticipated  such 
implied  wholesale  efforts  to  defraud  the  post?  Owing  to  the  odd  shapes  of  the  stamps 
the  arrangements  of  the  cliches  in  the  plates  were  necessarily  very  unorthodox  (see  lay- 
outs illustrated  in  Yvert  et  Tellier  specialized  catalog,  vol.  II,  1936,  pp.  586-8). 

I wo-color  typographic  printing  was  used  rather  cautiously  in  that  only  the  colony 
name  and  inscription  of  value  were  contrasted  in  color  to  the  rest  of  the  design.  This 
was  not  exactly  new  to  the  ATF,  for  the  Group  Type  already  had  the  legend  in  con- 
trasting color,  although  it  was  overprinted  by  electros  made  from  typesetting  rather  than 
from  an  engraving. 

The  design  of  these  stamps,  especially  the  rectangles,  has  to  be  examined  wfith  a lens 

to  fully  appreciate  and  savor  the  quality.  They  are  of  course,  well  loaded  with  detail, 

against  the  tenets  of  good  artistic  taste,  at  least  today  if  not  then.  But  the  critics  of 
1894  did  not  object  to  that.  The  prime  complaint  of  contemporary  philatelists  struck  at 
the  “speculative  and  unnecessary”  character  of  the  issue,  the  high  face  values,  etc.  Some 
of  the  philatelic  editors  commented  on  the  designs  as  follows:  not  pretty,  badly  engraved, 
came  probably  from  presses  of  the  poster  printers  at  Epinal,  gigantesque,  fantasy  of  de- 
sign, exaggerated  format,  rather  original,  simulation  of  perforations  is  absurd,  the  ensemble 
of  the  stamp  is  rather  satisfying.  Thus  opinions  varied.  However  much  merit  there 
may  be  in  these  designs  as  such,  the  stamps  lack  the  clarity  needed  to  make  them  effective, 

because  the  engravers  had  to  use  too  fine  lines  in  order  to  get  all  the  detail  in. 

Nevertheless,  these  issues  reveal  the  genuine  beginnings  of  certain  characteristc 

features  of  many  succeeding  French  colonial  pictorials,  viz.,  reproduction  of  indigenous 
scenes  (natives  and  scenery),  the  use  of  elaborate  stylized  border  motifs  partly  inspired 
by  indigenous  cultural  or  natural  elements  (in  this  case  the  Somali  warrior  shields), 

inscriptions  in  native  language  as  well  as  French,  large-sized  rectangular  format,  and 

bi-color  printing. 

An  interesting  detail  was  the  inclusion  of  the  year  of  issue  in  these  designs — a 

feature  which  alarmed  many  philatelists  who  thought  it  implied  that  a policy  of  annual 
issues  was  envisaged ! 

Proofs  of  the  1894  designs  are  listed  in  the  Yvert  et  Tellier  catalogue  (v.  II,  1936) 
as  follows:  (many  more  probably  exist) 

On  cardboard  (carton),  small  margins: 

25c  black  and  red 
5fr  blue  and  green 
5 f r violet  and  red 

With  large  margins : 

5fr  carmine 
5fr  brown 
5 f r black 

These  are  probably  color-trial  die  proofs,  since  none  of  the  colors  (or  combinations  thereof) 
are  those  of  the  issued  stamps.  They  are  very  rare  and  we  have  not  noted  any  offered 
for  years.  It  is  of  interest  that  three  of  these  proofs  are  in  monocolor,  suggesting  that 
the  Ministry  considered  issuing  the  stamps  thus,  perhaps  because  of  objections  of  the  AFT 
or  costs.  No  essays  are  known. 
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Proofs  (die  or  plate)  in  issued  colors  on  ordinary  paper,  without  quadrille  varnish 
overprint,  but  with  numerals  of  value,  are  known  for  each  denomination. 

C.  Somali  Coast,  1894  (Scott  Nos.  4-22) 

This  colony,  founded  in  1888,  was  an  entity  distinct  from  Obock,  and  by  1893  had 
been  developed  to  the  point  where  a postal  administration  and  office  were  set  up  at 
Djibouti.  Plans  had  long  been  laid  to  transfer  most  activities  at  Obock  to  Djibouti,  and 
accordingly  it  was  rumored  already  in  1893  that  a separate  issue  of  stamps  for  Djibouti 
would  soon  appear.  (The  two  colonies  were  administratively  merged  in  May  of  1896, 
with  the  capital  at  Djibouti,  and  the  post  office  at  Obock  remained  open  at  least  until 
late  1896.  Stamps  of  Obock,  with  and  without  overprint,  became  officially  current  in 
Djibouti  in  late  1893,  and  lasted  there  for  years.) 

In  1894  the  new  pictorials  for  Djibouti  appeared;  hence  they  were  probably  being 
planned  and  their  production  started  before  the  Obock  stamps  of  1893-4  had  been  com- 
pleted. The  rectangles  and  triangles  of  Djibouti  are  so  similar  to  those  of  Obock  that 
the  same  influences  and  personnel  must  have  been  involved  in  their  creation.  Yet  the 
opportunity  to  “improve”  and  enlarge  on  the  Obock  issue  was  not  missed.  The  Djibouti 
rectangles  are  larger,  more  pictorial,  more  heavily  laden  with  detail  and  oramentation, 
and  the  use  of  bi-colored  printing  was  more  fully  exploited.  Likewise  for  the  triangles, 
but  now  we  also  have  a diamond-shaped  affair  (25  and  5ofr).  The  simulated  perforations, 
quadrille  varnish,  and  year  dates  are  featured  again  on  all  values. 


Examined  under  magnification,  the  rectangles  especially  reveal  a fantastic  degree 
of  ornamentation  both  symbolic  and  pictorial,  more  crowded  and  less  artistically  composed 
than  those  of  Obock.  Again  we  note  a lack  of  clarity  resulting  from  over-fine  engraving 
in  an  effort  to  compress  too  much  detail  for  a stamp.  The  designer  and  engraver  (names 
unknown)  had  not  learned  or  not  applied  the  lessons  of  previous  stamp  engravers  in  the 
typographic  medium,  that  designs  must  be  simplified  and  engraved  so  that  lines  are  wide 
and  w*ell  spaced.  Of  course,  the  use  of  fine  and  close  lines  would  not  be  so  serious  with 
the  small  printings  needed  for  the  colonies  as  for  French  stamps  to  be  printed  in  large 
quantities  where  the  wear  of  the  plates  would  soon  obliterate  the  Obock-Somali  type 
of  engraving.  One  suspects  here  the  dominance  of  inexperienced  officials  over  the  wisdom 
of  the  Atelier  de  Fabrication  des  Timbres. 


i3« 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  87 


What  strikes  us  most  about  these  designs  is  not  so  much  the  bizarre  formats  but  the 
great  pains  to  reflect  the  indigenous  scene  and  culture:  the  centers  depicting  the  town, 
the  meharists,  and  port;  the  frames  draped  with  Somali  warriors,  ornamented  in  Somali 
art  motifs  and  the  lettering  in  Amharic,  Arabic,  and  French,  some  of  the  French  words 
being  festooned  with  Amharic  curlicues,  etc.  This  is  the  real  spirit  that  animates  French 
colonial  pictorials  from  then  on.  We  are  not  certain  what  motives  inspired  it,  whether 
the  romantic  taste  of  the  colonial  administrator  and  creole,  the  French  policy  of  winning 
the  native  to  benevolent  colonialism,  or  philatelic  appeal,  or  perhaps  all  of  these. 

\\  ith  this  issue  begins  the  long  tradition  for  typographed  colonial  pictorials  of  bi- 
colored stamps  having  centers  contrasted  with  frames.  In  this  connection  one  should 
note  that  on  the  rectangles  the  engravers,  perhaps  unwittingly,  accomodated  to  the  problem 
of  registration  of  the  two  colors  by  leaving  a wide  space  between  center  and  frame,  so 
that  overlaps  a\  ere  less  likely.  However,  it  is  evident  that  great  care  was  exercised  in  the 
production  of  these  stamps,  which  was  often  not  the  case  in  later  pictorials. 

Only  one  proof  of  the  1894  issue  is  listed  by  Yvert  et  Tellier,  and  this  a make- 
ready  cut-out  copy  of  the  rectangle  type,  without  numeral  of  value,  in  olive  and  brown. 
We  have  not  seen  any  offer  of  proofs  of  this  issue,  and  judge  they  must  be  of  great  rarity. 

Proofs  (die  or  plate)  in  issued  colors  on  ordinary  paper,  without  quadrille  varnish 
overprint,  but  with  numerals  of  value,  are  known  for  each  denomination. 


TABLE  I. 

THE 

EXPERIMENTAL  GENERATION,  189 

0-1903 

Issue 

No. 

Colony 

Year 

No. 

of 

De- 

signs 

No. 

In 

Mono- 

color 

of  Stamps: 

In  On 

Bi-  Tinted 

color  Paper 

Names  of  the 
Designers 

Names  of  the  Engravers. 
Method  of  reproduction, 
and  Printing  Establish- 
ments 

I 

Diego  Suarez 

1890- 

91 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Locally  designed 
(not  known) 

Locally  lithographed 

2 

Obock 

1893- 

94 

3 

2 

18 

— 

Not  known 

Not  known.  Typo,  AFT, 
Paris 

3 

Somali  Coast 

1894 

3 

— 

16 

— 

Not  known 

Not  known.  Typo.  AFT, 
Paris 

4 

Congo 

1900 

3 

— 

15 

— 

Paul  Merwart 

Benj.  Damman.  Recess, 
Chassepot  Cie.,  Paris 

5 

Somali  Coast 

1902- 

OS 

3 

— 

16 

— 

Paul  Merwart 

Benj.  Damman.  Recess, 
Chassepot  Cie.,  Paris 

6 

Madagascar 

1903 

1 

15 

— 

— 

Benj.  Damman 

Benj.  Damman.  Recess, 
Wittmann  Cie.,  Paris 

(To  Be  Continued.) 
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Report  of  Auction  Sales  of  Proofs 


Auctioneers  desiring  their  sales  reported  should  send  prices  realized  to: 

Kenneth  Minuse,  1236  Grand  Concourse,  New  York  56,  N.  Y.  for  sales  of  British 
North  America  essays  and  proofs. 

Falk  Finkelhurg,  114-93  226  Street,  Cambria  Heights  11,  New  York,  N.  Y.  for  sales 
of  United  States  essays  and  proofs. 

When  sales  are  not  reported,  no  prices  realized  were  received  or  items  were  imperfect 
or  not  important. 

Auction  catalogs  should  illustrate  all  essays  not  illustrated  in  standard  catalogs.  The 
essay  and  proof  numbers  are  Scott’s  stamp  numbers  with  E.  P.  S.  catalog  abbreviations. 
See  E.  P.  S.  Catalog  definitions  in  every  Journal  Catalog.  U.  S.  essay  numbers  are 
from  Brazer’s  Catalog  of  Essays  for  U.  S.  Stamps  and  its  addenda. 


ALL  DESCRIPTIONS  ARE  FROM  THE  AUCTIONEER’S  CATALOGS. 
Harmer,  Rooke  & Cb.,  Inc.  New  York,  N.  Y.  Sale  of  Feb.  10-12,  1065. 


Canada 

1939  ic  green  and  black,  large  die  proof  on  India  on  card  with  die  no.  246P1 

2c  brown  and  black,  large  die  proof  on  India  on  card  with  die  No.  247P1 

3c  carmine  and  black,  large  die  proof  on  India  on  card  wTith  die  No.  248P1 

sold  as  one  lot  $200.00 

ioc  dark  green,  large  die  proof  on  India  on  card  with  die  No.  X-G-673  E7P1  60.00 
H.  R.  Harmer,  Ltd.,  London,  England.  Sale  of  March  15-17,  1965. 

Canada 

1851  1 2p  black  plate  proof  with  vert.  “Specimen”  in  red  3P3Svr  134.40 

Robson  Lowe  Ltd.,  London,  England.  Sale  of  Feb.  24,  1965. 

Canada 

1851  1 2p  black,  trial  color  small  die  proof,  from  scarred  die,  (Goodall)  2TC2g  134.40 


1 2p  same  as  above  but  in  purple  2TC2g  112.00 

1 2p  same  as  above  but  on  vermillion  2TC2g  67.00 

1 2p  black,  plate  proof  on  India  with  vert  “Specimen”  at  right  in  red  3P3Svr  1 12.00 
1851  (?)  ip  green,  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  essay  “Colony  of  Canada,”  mounted 

on  card  iE-B  86.80 

ip  same  as  above,  but  in  browm,  block  of  4 iE-B  161.00 

1857  (?)  6p  green,  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  plate  essay  “Viking  Head”  13E-A  44.80 

6p  same  as  above,  but  in  orange  13E-A  44.80 


1862  (?)  ip  blue,  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  plate  essay,  block  of  4 “Victoria  Head” 

22E-A  133.00 

1864  (?)  ioc  black,  trial  color  small  die  proof,  from  secondary  die  (Goodall) 

i6TC2g  53.20 

ioc  same  as  above,  but  in  blue  i6TC2g  53.20 

ioc  same  as  above,  but  in  vermillion  i6TCg  47.00 

1912-18  2c  carmine,  die  sunk  proof  on  bond  paper  on  card  with  imprint  and  die 

No.  F211  106P1  58.80 


Newfoundland 


1865  5c  green,  die  essay,  with  vignette  as  used  on  the  ioc  value 


25E-B 


70.00 
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J.  N.  Sissons  Ltd.,  Toronto,  Canada.  Sale  of  Mar.  10-11,  1965. 

Canada 

1851  1 2p  black,  small  die  proof  from  the  secondary  die  on  India  3P3  230.00 

1 2p  black,  plate  proof  on  India  with  vert  “Specimen”  in  red  3P3SV  120.00 

1857  7/"2P  bluish-green,  plate  proof  on  India  9P3  18.00 

7 P2P  black,  trial  color  plate  proof  on  India  9TC3  17.00 

1859  I0C  red-violet,  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  4 17P3  80.00 

12P2C  black,  trial  color  plate  proof  on  India  18TC3  20.00 

1893  20c  vermillion,  plate  proof  on  card  46P4  21.00 

By  Falk  F'inkelburg 
United  States 

Edson  Filield,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Sale  of  Nov.  27,  1964. 

Columbian  Issue 

1893  6c  purple,  plate  proof  on  card,  superb  block  of  4 235P4  $ 12.50 

8c  magenta,  plate  proof  on  card,  superb  block  of  4 236P4  31.00 

ioc  black,  plate  proof  on  card,  superb  block  of  4 237aP4  12.50 

15c  dark  green,  plate  proof  on  card,  superb  block  of  4 238P4  16.00 

J.  & H.  Stolow,  Inc.,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Sale  of  Dec.  15,  1964. 

Columbian  Issue 

1893  ic-$5,  complete  set  of  plate  proofs  on  card,  in  issued  colors  230-245P4  90.00 

2c  sepia,  trial  color  large  die  proof  on  card  231TC1  60.00 

4c  orange-brown,  trial  color  large  die  proof  on  card 233TC1  75-00 

4c  carmine,  trial  color  large  die  proof  on  card  233TC1  70.00 

5c  dull  rose-brown,  trial  color  large  die  proof  on  card  cut  down  234TC1  56.00 

5c  sepia,  trial  color  large  die  proof  on  card  cut  down  234TC1  54.00 

5c  orange-brown,  trial  color  large  die  proof  on  card  cut  down  234TC1  52.00 

5c  sepia,  trial  color  large  die  proof  on  India  on  card  234TC1  60.00 

5c  deep  green,  trial  color  large  die  proof  on  India  on  card  234TC1  78.00 

Yahan  Mozian  Inc.,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Sale  of  Nov.  5-9,  1965. 

Private  Medicine  Revenue  Proofs 

4c  blue,  imperf.  (Ayer,  J.  C.  & Co.)  RS10  26.00 

4c  black,  (Barham  Pile  Cure  Co.)  RS14  34.00 

ic  black,  (Demas  Barnes  & Co.)  RS24  9.50 

2c  black,  (Demas  Barnes  & Co.)  RS25  9.00 

6c  black,  (Demas  Barnes  & Co.)  38.00 

2c  green,  (Barry’s)  RS28  11.00 

ic  black,  (Barry’s  plus  Eugene  Jones  Co.)  compound  essay 48.00 

ic  black,  (Bennett,  D.  M.)  RS30  12.50 

2c  black,  (F.  Brown's)  RS27  42.00 

4c  black,  (Brown,  John  I.)  RS41  I5-00 

ic  black,  (Dr.  John  Bull’s)  RS42  23.00 

4c  black,  (Burnett,  Joseph  & Co.)  RS46  18.00 

4c  Imperf.  (Campion,  J.  W.)  RS47  25.00 

4c  black,  (Centaur  Co.)  RS52  21.00 

ic  black,  (Chase,  A.  W.  Son  & Co.)  R$53  21.00 

2c  black,  (Chase,  A.  W.  Son  & Co.)  RS54  21.00 

4c  blue,  (Chase,  A.  W.  Son  & Co.)  RS55  -s.oo 

3c  black,  (Wm.  E.  Clarke)  RS56  3^-00 

6c  black,  (Wm.  E.  C larke)  RSs;  3--°° 

ic  black,  (Collins  Bros.)  R859  32.00 
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4c  black,  (Oliver  Crooks  & Co.)  RS65  42.00 

2c  green,  (Dailey’s  Horse  Salve)  RS73  42.00 

ic  black,  (Dailey’s  Pain  Ext.)  RS74  32.50 

2c  black,  (Drake,  P.  H.)  RS82  27.50 

4c  black,  (Drake,  P.  H.)  RS83  20.00 

4c  black,  (Father  Mathew  T.  M.  Co.)  RS85  21.00 

ic  black,  (Fleming  Bros.)  RS88  15.00 

ic  blue,  (Fleming  Bros.)  RS90  18.00 

4c  black,  (Fowley  Seth  W. ) RS91  16.00 

3c  black,  (Green  G.  G.)  RS92  16.00 

ic  green,  (Hall  & Ruckel)  RS95  11.00 

ic  blue,  (Hall  & Ruckel)  RS95  14.00 

3c  black,  (Hall  & Ruckel)  RS96  13.00 

ic  blue,  (Dr.  Harter)  RS98  15.00 

4c  black,  (Dr.  S.  B.  Hartman)  RS99  19.00 

6c  black,  (Dr.  S.  B.  Hartman)  RSlOO  46.00 

ic  black,  (E.  T.  Hazeltine)  RS101  12.00 

2c  green,  (E.  T.  Hazeltine)  RS102  18.00 

3c  + 6c  black,  (Hembold’s)  compound  die  RS107+109  54*00 

ic  black,  (Henry,  John  F.)  RS114  9.00 

2c  black,  (Henry,  John  F.)  RS115  16.00 

2c  black,  ( Hetherington  J.  E.)  RS120  12.00 

3c  black,  (Hetherington  J.  E.)  RS121  15.00 

ic  blue,  (Holloway  & Co.)  essay,  slight  defect  30.00 

ic  green,  (C.  E.  Hull  & Co.)  RS138  30.00 

4c  black,  (Hutchings  & Hillyer)  RS141  19.00 

ic  blue,  (Angram  H.  A.)  RS142  16.00 


Call  for  Animal  Meeting 

As  directed  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  I hereby  call  the  Annual  Meeting  or  Con- 
vention of  the  Essay-Proof  Society  and  announce  it  as  required  by  the  Society’s  By- 
Laws. 

The  Annual  Meeting  for  1965  shall  be  held  at  the  Collectors  Club,  22  E.  35th 
St.,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  on  September  8,  1965,  at  8 P.  M.  and  will  be  in  session  until 
all  business  which  may  lawfully  come  before  the  meeting  shall  have  been  transacted. 
The  meeting  may  be  recessed  for  such  periods  as  may  be  deemed  advisable  during  its 
continuance. 

The  election  of  Directors  to  replace  those  whose  terms  expire,  and  such  other 
business  as  is  provided  for  in  Article  III  of  the  Society’s  By-Laws,  shall  constitute  the 
agenda. 

Kenneth  Minuse,  Secretary 
1236  Grand  Concourse,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10456 


Andrew  Restall,  designer  of  Britain’s  ITU  stamps  of  1965,  was  born  at  Headington, 
Oxfordshire,  in  1931,  and  was  educated  at  George  Watson’s  College,  Edinburgh.  He 
studied  drawing  and  painting  at  Edinburgh  College  of  Art.  Since  then  he  has  worked  in 
Scotland  as  a designer  in  printing  and  as  an  advertising  visualizer  and  art  director.  He 
is  Senior  Lecturer  in  Advertising  Design  at  Coventry  College  of  Art.  Mr.  Restall  also 
designed  the  Forth  Road  Bridge  stamps  issued  in  1964. 
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Reports  of  Society  Monthly  Meetings 

Joseph  G.  Reinis,  Chairman  Kenneth  Minuse,  Secretary 

Meeting  of  November  n,  1964.  Present  were:  Mrs.  Ehrenberg,  Messrs.  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Cohen, 
DeGenring,  Finkelburg,  Gros,  Jackson,  Minuse,  Morris,  Reinis,  Turner. 

Sol  Altmann  showed  a volume  of  United  States  Tax  Paids  covering  the  period  1868  to  1879,  all 
of  which  were  produced  by  the  bank  note  companies  or  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  which 
engraved  and  printed  our  postage  stamps  and  bank  notes.  As  it  is  rather  unusual  to  find  a patent  date 
together  with  the  name  of  the  patentee  on  a Tax  Paid,  the  following  items  were  of  particular  interest: 
the  60  lb  tobacco  stamp,  series  of  1879,  bearing  the  inscription  “Casilear’s  Patent  Nov.  24,  1868” 
(Bureau  Imprint)  ; the  1 lb  square  tobacco  stamp,  series  of  1872,  with  the  inscription  “Willcox  Chameleon 
Paper,  Patented  May  16,  1871.”  There  were  also  some  items  with  imprints  of  both  the  Continental 
Bank  Note  Co.  and  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing.  The  Hydrometer  stamps  shown  had  the 
portraits  of  the  then  living  Commissioners  of  Internal  Revenue,  C.  Delano  and  A.  Pleasanton.  The 
speaker  stated  that  the  portraits  of  about  23  living  Americans  had  appeared  on  Tax  Paids  (apparently 
contrary  to  law),  many  of  which  he  showed. 

George  T.  Turner,  our  visitor  from  Washington,  D.  C.,  showed  a complete  “Postal  Revenue  Bond.’’ 
The  individual  coupons  of  this  bond  are  essays  for  a 3c  postage  stamp  (Brazer’s  184E-E).  The  bond 
is  in  book  form,  having  three  folded  sheets  of  coupons  and  a single  sheet.  This  interesting  item  was  a 
proposal  by  A.  B.  Harris,  Springfield,  Mass.,  for  a method  of  reducing,  actually  refunding,  the  National 
Debt.  H is  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  dated  February  1879.  The  idea  was  that  the  coupons 
would  be  used  daily  for  postage  at  the  then  rate  of  3 cents — this  amount  being  the  interest  for  one  day 
on  a $300  bond  at  3.65%  per  annum.  A very  fine  article  about  this  proposal  and  an  illustration  of  one 
of  the  coupons  is  in  Journal  No.  78,  page  66.  It  is  our  hope  that  a more  fully  detailed  article  can 
be  written  when  Mr.  Turner  has  had  time  to  investigate  some  of  the  records  in  Washington.  He  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  having  found  a full  bond  with  coupons  complete,  as  there  have  been  only  a few  individual 
coupons  known  to  date. 

Dr.  Blanchard  showed  a set  of  large  die  proofs  in  black  of  the  ic,  2c,  3c  and  4c  private  die  perfumery 
stamps  of  R.  & G.  A.  Wright,  Philadelphia  (Scott’s  RT22-RT25),  also  a trial  color  ic  in  brown 
(on  a smaller  brownish  card).  The  central  design  on  these  stamps  is  a representation  of  the  arms  of 
Pennsylvania  (a  black  horse  and  a white  horse  on  either  side  of  a shield).  This  identical  design,  in  a 
larger  size,  was  shown  on  a set  of  proof  bank  notes  of  the  Verango  Bank,  Franklin  Pa.,  also  on  proof 
and  issued  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  also  on  an  issued  $1  note  of  the  Bank  of  Mount  Joy,  Pa., 
their  imprints  being  variously  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  & Co.,  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.,  and  The 
American  Bank  Note  Co.  The  stamps  were  produced  by  Butler  & Carpenter,  therein  accounting  for 
the  close  similarity  of  design. 


Meeting  of  December  9,  1964.  Present  were:  Mrs.  Ehrenberg,  Messrs,  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Cohen, 
Finkelburg,  Gros,  Jackson,  Minuse,  Morris,  Samuel,  Yoovs,  and  our  guest,  Dr.  Samuel  Frank. 

Marcus  Samuel,  our  visiting  member  from  London  and  a current  writer  for  our  Journal,  gave  a most 
interesting  talk  about  the  early  British  Embossed  Tax  Stamps,  particularly  the  “1765  British  Tax  Stamps 
for  America.”  He  followed  this  with  an  explanation  of  the  workings  of  “Somerset  House.” 

Dr.  Samuel  Frank  then  showed  us  many  of  the  tax  stamps  Mr.  Samuel  had  spoken  about.  The 
stamps  shown  were  both  on  and  off  documents.  This  was  followed  by  a lively  discussion  with  many 
questions  concerning  the  rather  unfamiliar  material  presented  by  our  speakers. 

Dr.  Blanchard  followed  with  a showing  of  some  early  nineteenth  century  notes  of  English  “Country” 
banks  (those  other  than  the  Bank  of  England  in  London  being  so  called)  bearing  embossed  stamps  such  as 
described  by  Mr.  Samuel  ; also  some  notes  that  had  large  revenue  stamps  (in  colors)  printed  on  the  backs, 
instead  of  embossed  stamps.  He  showed  also  several  proof  notes  of  some  of  these  “Country”  banks  with 
the  imprint  of  Perkins,  F airman  & Heath,  London,  Patent  Hardened  Steel  Plate  (or  Perkins  v3?  Heath,  etc), 
and  had  Mr.  Samuel  explain  the  meaning  of  the  obligation  expressed  on  the  face  of  these  English  notes, 
a very  different  wording  from  that  on  our  American  notes. 


Meeting  of  January  12,  1965.  Present  were:  Mrs.  Ehrenberg,  Messrs.  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Cohen, 
DeGenring,  Finkelburg,  Herst,  Minuse,  Morris,  Reinis,  Turner,  Wait,  and  Weaver.  Robert  D.  Swartley, 
an  engraver,  was  our  guest. 

Herman  Herst,  Jr.,  the  principal  speaker  of  the  evening,  displayed  a very  fine  selection  of  original 
documents  and  letters  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Philip  H.  Ward,  Jr.  1 hey  consisted  ot  contracts  and 
letters  of  various  companies  and  the  U.  S.  Post  Office  Department  covering  the  printing  of  some  of  our 
early  stamps;  letters  from  various  postmasters  from  different  parts  of  the  country  seeking  advice  on 
postal  rates,  etc.,  and  reporting  problems  about  carrying  the  mails,  also  reporting  the  stage  hold-ups  and 
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destruction  of  the  mail  by  Indians.  There  were  also  complaints  from  individuals  about  postage  rates. 
We  are  sorry  that  lack  of  space  does  not  allow  us  to  go  into  the  interesting  details  of  these  documents 
and  letters. 

Thomas  F.  Morris  showed  a very  nice  selection  of  essays  and  proofs  of  Central  and  South  American 
countries,  most  of  which  were  engraved  and  printed  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  These  were  all  of 
particular  interest  as  we  do  not  often  see  this  material  at  our  meetings. 

George  W.  Wait  showed  a variety  of  unusual  bank  notes,  including  the  following:  a $5  proof  note 
of  the  Catskill  Bank,  N.  Y.,  imprint  of  P.  Maverick,  the  principal  vignette  being  a wildcat  (possibly  more 
appropriate  than  intended);  two  supposed  essays  for  10c  and  25c  Confederate  notes,  hitherto  unknown; 
a $1  note  issued  on  Swan  Island  in  1867,  a U.  S.  possession  off  the  coast  of  Honduras  (a  little  known 
bit  of  geography  as  well  as  history)  ; a $2  note  issued  by  the  Stephens  Bank,  New  Brunswick,  Canada, 
dated  1863  and  payable  at  the  Bank  of  New  York  in  U.  S.  funds  (still  negotiable)  ; a photograph  and  an 
old  bank  ledger  of  the  Lime  Rock  Bank,  Rockland,  Maine. 

Dr.  Blanchard  concluded  the  program  with  the  showing  of  a portion  of  an  extensive  collection  of 
counterfeit  bank  notes  of  the  pre-Civil  War  era.,  including  several  altered  notes  and  one  example  of  a 
“raised”  note.  The  raising  was  done  by  pasting  higher  value  counters  and  denominations  over  those 
of  a $1  note. 


Secretary’s  Report 

By  Kenneth  Minuse,  Secretary 
1236  Grand  Concourse,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10456 

Members  Admitted 


1035  Christensen,  David  H.,  4309  East-West  Highway,  Bethesda,  Md.  20014  (United  States) 

Applications  Received 

1036  McGrew,  John  R.,  Box  180  Daisy  Lane,  Green  Dale,  Md.  20769  (United  States  and  Canada) 

by  Kenneth  Minuse 

1037  Nielsen,  J.  V.  Jr.,  783  Rutledge  Ave.,  Charleston,  S.  C.  (Confederates,  19th  Century  U.  S., 

Paper  Money)  by  Julian  Blanchard 

1038  Stone,  Robert  G.,  Route  3,  Box  384,  Belleville,  111.  (French  Colonies)  by  Barbara  Mueller 

Change  of  Address 

985  Karl,  George  W.,  to  4261  Wooster  Road,  Fairview  Park,  Ohio  44126 

1028  Hahn,  Lt.  Joseph  D.,  to  41  Gross  Drive,  Loring  A.  F.  B.,  Maine  04750 

1018  Masters,  Robert  C.,  to  2227  Westwood  Place,  Falls  Church,  Va.  22043 

Corrections 


1031 

742 


970 

946 

1002 


C63 


948 

C68 


De  Moss,  Herbert  N.,  change  membership  No.  to  1031 
Plass,  R.  L.  to  Plass,  R.  J. 

Dropped  for  Non-Payment  of  Dues 


Johnson,  Dick 
Lessen,  Harry  M. 
Linbert,  Jack  L. 


Barrett,  D.  O. 


Bowen,  Harold  L. 
Lane,  Dr.  H.  H. 


920  Mishler,  Clifford 

1014  Roberts,  George  T. 


Deceased 

763  Ascher,  Lawrence 

Resignations 

984  Young,  John  H.  M. 


Enumeration  of  Membership 

M embers  reported  in  Journal  No.  86  257 

Gains  1 

Losses  10 

Net  membership  in  this  Journal  No.  87  24$ 

Non-member  subscribers  1 9 

Applications  received  3 
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Perfect  for 

Essays  and  Proofs 


Made  of  the  material  that  preserves 
priceless  and  irreplaceable  material  in 
the  Library  of  Congress. 


FREE  SAMPLES 

are  available,  plus  a list  of  sizes,  by 
writing  to 

Protective  Mounts 

525  S.  Western  Ave.,  Los  Angeles  5,  Calif. 


HOW  MANY? 

The  E.  P.  S.  has  several  hundred  members. 
At  a recent  stamp  exhibition,  we  joined  with 
three  other  New  York  auctioneers  in  a dis- 
cussion as  to  how  many  of  these  were  auc- 
tion buyers.  We  checked  the  number  of 
bidders  on  a collection  of  proofs  and  essays 
in  one  of  our  sales  who  were  E.  P.  S.  mem- 
bers, and  the  number  was  surprisingly  few. 

There  were  more  buyers  who  were  NOT 
members  than  there  were  those  who  were. 
This  indicates,  for  one  thing,  that  the  mem- 
bership potential  for  the  E.  P.  S.  is  rather 
large. 

Does  it  also  indicate  that  there  are  mem- 
bers who  are  not  interested  in  adding  to 
their  collections?  (We  are  allowing,  of 
course,  for  those  whose  collections  are  so 
advanced  that  there  is  little  coming  up  at 
auction  to  interest  them.) 

We’d  appreciate  comments  on  this,  and 
we’d  love  to  hear  from  any  E.  P.  S.  members 
who  are  interested  in  buying  fine  essay  and 
proof  material  and  who  are  not  now  on  our 
list.  There  must  be  quite  a few  of  these. 
Would  any  care  to  send  us  their  names? 

HERMAN  HERST,  JR. 

SHRUB  OAK,  N.  Y.  10588 


WANTED  TO  BUY 


Proof  bank  notes  — books  — En- 
gravings — vignettes  of  any  bank 
note  company. 

Bureau  of  engraving  books,  vi- 
gnettes etc. 

Counterfeit  detectors  — Heath, 
Ormsby,  etc. 

Documents  pertaining  to  banknote 
companies,  engravers,  etc. 

Please  forward  your  material,  to- 
gether with  price. 

If  accepted  we  will  promptly  air 
mail  check. 

James  Incorporated 

James  Building 

1 05  West  Main  St.,  Louisville  2,  Kentucky 
JUniper  3-4851-2-3 


MEXICO 

“Coleccion  de  Timbres  Post- 
ales de  los  Estados  Unidos 
Mexicanos  Emisiones  de  1895 
y de  1899”  being  a bound 
book  containing  specimens  of 
Mexican  postage  stamps,  post- 
al stationery  and  official 
stamps,  all  overprinted  in 
black  “MUESTRA”.  Mixed 
watermarks,  values  to  10  pe- 
sos. Stamps  hinged,  stationery 
heavy  paper  hinges.  $75.00 

New  England  Stamp  Co. 

45  Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  Mass.  02108 


All  about 


BANKNOTE 

IMPERFS 


& PROOF 


# 1 56TCP 

(1c  Blue)  On  Pink  Tinted 
Stamp  Paper,  Superb  Horiz. 
Pair,  RARE  $65. 

# 1 58TCP 

(3c  Green)  On  Salmon  Tinted 
Paper,  Superb  Horiz.  Pair, 

RARE  $65. 

# 178a 


(2c  Ver.)  Hor.  Pair,  Superb, 
No  Cum,  Cat.  $300+  ....$250. 


In  our  September  29th.  BRITISH 
EMPIRE  sale  we  are  offering  a 
further  portion  of  the  controversial 
Australian  DIE  PROOFS  which 
were  presented  to  a member  of 
the  Stamp  Advisory  Board  by  the 
Director-General  or  Postmaster- 
General  in  recognition  of  his  serv- 
ices to  the  Board.  These  are  proofs 
of  the  1947-63  issues  (offered  in 
about  eighty  lots)  and  include  the 
1951  Commonwealth  Jubilee  set, 
1953  Food  Production  in  strips, 
1953  Tasmania  Sesquicentenarv 
set,  1953  Coronations,  1954  Royai 
Visits,  etc. 


#191b 

YOt’M,  lU'MIPS  .•*, 

(90c  Car.) 
O.  G.,  Cat. 

Hor.  Pair,  Superb. 
$500+  $450. 

tiilS  * 

ms  ms  m 

T , ■*,  , 

fjV  j 

#216b 

(5c  Indigo)  Hor.  Pair,  Superb, 

O.  G.,  Cat.  $250++ $250. 

What  other  elusive  U.  S. 
do  you  need? 

Satisfaction  or  Immediate  Refund 
Gladly  Sent  on  Approval  with  References 
Installment  Payment  Terms  If  Desired 

(No  Interest  or  Carrying  Charges) 

Jack  E.  Molesworth 

I ncorporated 

APS  88  Beacon  Street 

SPA  Boston,  Mass.  02108  ,jv, 

CSA  Phone  523-2522  AA 


Sunken  die  proof  & official  handstamp 

Auction  Catalogue  $3  including  second 
class  airmail  postage. 

The  INDIA  sale,  scheduled  for 

October  12th.  and  13th.  also  in- 
cludes an  important  section  of 

ESSAYS  and  PROOFS. 

Catalogue  $3  including  .second  class 
airmail  postage. 

ROBSON  LOWE  LTD. 

50  PALL  MALL 
LONDON,  S.  W.  1. 
England. 

Cables:  “Stamps,  London,  S.  W.  1.” 


When  replying  to  this  advertisement  please  mention 
that  you  saiv  it  in  “The  Essay  Proof  Journal 


Autumn  Auctions  Will  Bring: 

★ BALLONS  MONTES  — The  excellent  and  complete  col- 

lection formed  by  George  W.  Angers  of  Springfield, 
Mass.  Folded  letters,  printed  forms,  circulaires,  news- 
papers. 

★ GREECE  — An  outstanding  collection.  Hermes  Heads  in- 

clude #la  and  #4  in  unused  blocks  of  4;  a strong 
showing  of  Paris  Prints;  early  and  later  Athens  Prints  in 
proofs,  singles,  pairs,  strips,  blocks  and  corner  blocks. 
Olympic  first  and  second  issues  in  blocks  of  4;  PROOFS, 
pairs,  singles.  Early  20th  century,  with  inverts,  dou- 
bles, imperfs,  etc. 

★ SOUVENIR  SHEETS  — A striking  collection,  Albania  to 

Vatican.  Strong  in  Switzerland. 

★ MODERN  SETS  & SEMIPOSTALS  — A rich  collection, 

mostly  Europe.  All  unused. 

★ AIRMAILS  — A fine  collection  of  unused,  better-grade 

sets. 

★ TOPICAL  U.N.,  SPACE,  etc.  — A gold  medal  collection 

housed  in  48  albums,  covering  worldwide  issues  for 
UN,  UPU  and  other  related  agencies,  as  well  as  Space. 
Catalogs  $13,000  plus  Fr.  15,000  (Yvert).  Owner  paid 
$3,000  for  first  day  covers  alone. 

HARMER,  ROOKE  & CO.,  Inc. 

589  Fifth  Ave.  (E.  48th  St.  entrance).  New  York  10017 

International  Auctioneers  of  Fine  Stamps 


